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HE joyful tac is now arrived, the 
happy Day, on whichthe Trives of theLord, 

the Heads of the Tribes, the Repreſentative Boch 
of this People, aſſemble in the City of our Solemni- 


ties, acccording to the Royal CHARTER of 
WIILLAM and Manx, of glorious Memory, to 
Eledt his Majeſty's Council, the ſecond Branch oftbe 


Legiſlature of the Province. —'The auſpicious Day is 


come, when firſt our Eyes behold with Joy, the 


moſt worthy Repreſeniative of our moſt gracious 


KING, in the chief Seat of Government, and at 
the Head of our Tribes, girecting, moderating, aud 
ruling, in the great and important Religious, Civil 

and Military Afairs of the ſame. And let us be 


glad, when they ſay unto us, Let us go into the 
Houſe of the Lord — Our Fect ſhall, ſtand within 


thy Gates, O Boſton, the New-Engliſh Jeruſalem, 
wWhither he Tribes go up,theTrives of the Lord, unto 
the Teſtimony of the New-Engliſh T/rael, to give 


Thanks unto the Name of the Lord: for Here are 
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ſet the Thrones of Judgment, the Repreſentative 
Thrones of the Houſe of the Britiſh David — The 


higheſt Judicatory of the Province, 


At the Invitation of the Honourable Houſe, One 
among the leaſt of Chriſt's Miniſters, is drawn out 
of his beloved Obſcurity, and ſtands this Day in 
the ſacredDeſk toPreach before theGeneralCourt--- 
And after ſolemn Invocation of the Supreme Ru- 


ler of the World, in the Name of the Son of God | 


the only Mediator; He humbly aſks the Attention 


of this Auguſt Aſſembly to the Sermon on that il- 
Juſtrious Prediction of the Pr ophet, 


ISAIAH, Chap. XXX11: 1, 2. 


Behold, aKin g ſhall Reign i in Righteouſneſs, 
and Princes hal Rule in Fudgment. And 
a Man ſhall be as an hiding Place from the 
Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt : as 
Rivers of Water in a ary Place, as the 


Shadow of 6 a great. Rock i in a Weary Land. 


NIN >-2HERE isnoPartof the Bible that more | 

LET Es deſeryes the Thoughts of inquiſitive. 

2 808 + Men, than the Writings of the Pro- 

1855 8 phets; and Perſons of very high En- 


dowments, may find ſufficient Em- 


Ploynemt in unfolding the Types and Figures of 

the Jewiſh OEconomy, and in ſcarching into the 

Depths oft he Prophetical Predictions. And the 

metaphorical Style of the Prophets! is very proper 

to inſpire the Minds of the Attentive, with noble 

Ideas of God 8 Wiſdom and Providence, aß D 
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affect us with the moſt lively Image of the glori- 
ous Kingdom of God and Chriſt, the Happinefs 
of thoſe that ſhall have a Share in the Triumphs 
of it, and the Terribleneſs of the Puniſhments 
which are denounced againſt ſuch as will not have 
Him to Rule over them. 
The Books of the Prophets unfold the Methods 
of Providence in many remarkable Inſtances. — 
Such as God's Diſpoſal of Kingdoms and Go- 
vernments, and making Uſe of wicked Princes and 
Nations to be the Inſtruments of his Juſtice in 
ßpuniſhing others, as bad or worſe— The gradual _ 
Diſcovery of the Coming of the Meſſiah, and the 
2 ſeveral Steps and Advancements by which God 
introduced his Kingdom 1 into the World,and will 
2 fill carry it on, till the Conſummation of all 
Things. And there is a Treaſure of heavenly 
3 Wiſdom contained in theWritings of theProphets, 
that can never be exhauſted ; and 'tis moſt reaſo- 
Z nable to believe that fome Parts of theſe Prophe- 
2 cies reach to the End of the World; and 'tis al- 
ſo reaſonable to expect, that in every Age, Provi- 
= dence ſhould open ſome new Scene, which wall 
give further Inſight into the Meaning of theſe ſa- 
| cred Books.---And to extend the PropheticViews 
to the End of the World, ſeems moſt agreable to 
that Deſcription of God's Preſcience, which is gi- 


= declares the End from the Beginning.---So that even 
= when the whole Myſtery of God e 8 

hall be finiſhed, it will appear that Nothing is 
2 contained in them, but what God hath formerly 
declared to his Servants the Prophets ; as tis ex- | 


A reſl allurmed, * 5 
preſiy 7 Thiel 


* 


ven us in 1/aiah, Ch. 46. ver. 10. viz. That He 
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1/aiah deſervedly holds the firſt Rank in that 
nobleOrder of Prophets ; as he foretells the future 
State of the Church more frequently and fully 
than the others, and in the lofticſt Language, and 
boldeſt Metaphors. --- His ſupernatural Gift of 


Prophecy added a new Luſtre to the greatneſs of 


his Birth, and his liberal Education furniſhed him 
with a noble Eloquence,and ſuitable to the Dig- 
nity of his Argument.--* His Style is great, noble, 
ſublime & florid: He paints Things to the Lite, 
but with the ſtrongeſt and livelieſt Strokes.” * 


It has been obſerved, that the Commentaries 
on this Prophet fall ſhort of a full Explication of 


his Book, on Account of hisProfoundneſs of Tho't, 


Loftineſs of Expreſſion, and Extent of Prophecy; 
and therefore may it not be ſaid, that I, ſo infe- _ 
riour in divine Knowledge, need an Apology for ©. 
attempting a Sermon on ſo remarkable a Paſſage | 
of his Prophecy as my Text, eſpecially on this 
ſolemn Occaſion, and before lo greatand learned 


aud honourable an Aſſembly. 


J/aiah lived and propheſied under four Kings 55 


of Judah, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah---If 


uo ſuppoſe (for tis not certain) that the Prophe- 
cles &c. of this Book are put in the ſame Order 
in which they were at firſt written & publiſhed, 
the Book may be divided into four Parts or SeQti- 


ons. The five Chapters from theBeginning,con- 


rain the Prophecies which he made in the Time 


of Uzziah.—The Viſion of the ſixthChapter hap- 


pened inFotham'sReign ; and the followingChap- 


ters from the ſeventh to the thirty fifth incluſive- 
Ty, contain his Prophecies under the Reign of 


bar 
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Ahaz.—And then follows an Account of Sennache- 
rib's Invaſion, Hezekiah's Sickneſs & Recovery, 
Chap. 36, 37, 38. (that Hiſtory being a Key to 
open ſeveral Paſſagesin the foregoingProphecies) 
with a brief Prediction of the Jews Captivity by 
the Babylonians, on Occaſion of the King of Baby- 
lon's Ambaſſage to Hezekiah &c. in Chap. 39.— 
And the 40th Chap. and thoſe that follow to the 
End of the Book, do not only concern the Jews: 
Return from Babylon, and the Reſtoration and 
Eſtabliſhment of their Eccleſiaſtical and Political 
State, but alſo the Call of the Gentiles,the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, and flouriſhing State of the 
Church under his Government, and the Prophet. 
deſcribes the future Glories of the Church, with 
a Loftineſs of Expreſſion ſuitable to the Dignity 
of the Subject. 


And not only! in this laſt Section, but alſo in the 


preceeding Parts of this Book, the Prophet in fore- 


telling and deſcribing ſundry remarkable Events 
relating to the Jewiſh Nation, takes Occaſion to 
ſet forth the ſeveralAdvances of Chriſt's Kingdom 
in after-Times, And the glorious State of the 
Church towards the End of the World, when the 
Fulneſs of the Jews and Gentiles ſhall come into 
the Church, is evidently predicted in the former 
Part of Ch. 2. and in 6, 7, 8, 9. V. of the 11th CY 
and that inimitable Deſcription of the new Face 
of Things,in Ch. 35. cannot withPropriety beap- 
plied, in its utmoſt Latitude, to any other than the 
= Golden Age of the Goſpel, or Millennial State, 
The Prophecies which forctell the Viſibility and 
Univerſality of Chriſt's Church, accompanied with 
perfect Peseper Proſperity & Holineſs, cannot with 


any 
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any probability, be ſaid to have as yet received 
their Accompliſhment, as, neither have thoſePre- 
dictions, which foreſhew the flouriſbing State of 
the Jewiſh Church & Nation in the latter Times. 

Moreover, tis to be obſerved, that under the 


Old Teſtament, the moſt conſiderable Perſons and 
Tranſactions there mentioned, were typical, and 


prefigured the State of Things under the Meſſias. 
In the Characters given us in the Old Teſtament 


of Moſes and Jaſbua, David and Solomon, Cyrus and 


Zerubbabel, and others I might mention, they are 


plainly deſcribed as Figures of Chriſt, ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of their Lives did foreſhew the moſt 
remarkable Paſſages of his Life, & the Deliveran- | 


ces ſome of them wrought for God's People, were 
Ear ne ſts of a greater Redemption to be accom- 
pliſhed by the Meſſias: And from hence we may 


_ conclude, that there is a Reſemblance or Correl- 
pondence between many of the Tranſactions men- 


tioned in the Old Teſtament, and thoſe which 


ſhould come to paſs under the New ; and conſe- 


_ quently, that the Prophets when they ſpake of 


ſome Events near their ownTimes,probably had | 


more diſtant Views, which might reach even to 
the latter Ages of the World. And it ſcems to 


have been a Maxim, in interpreting Prophecies, | 
received among the Jews beforeChriſt'sTime,that | 
whenever they "obſerved an imperſect Completion = 
of a Prophecy in the hiſtorical Event, which no 
way anſwered the loftyExprefſions,and extenſive 


Promiſes, which the natural Senſe of the Text 


„ they ſuppoſed the Times of the | 
Meſſiah to be ultimately intended, in whom all |} 


the Promiſe es ol God are Yea and Amen, 


And 
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And among this kind of Prophecies,this rhirty- 


ſecond Chapter of Iſaiah, is an eminent Example, 


eſpecially the former Part of it, in particular the 
Verſes of my Text, and the two followingVerſes— 

My Text, in the primary Senſe, is to be under- 
ſtood of Hezekiah, and the Princes orMagiſtrates . 
under him. The Character of that excellent 
Prince, and the ſubordinate Rulers, is here exhi- 
bited ; but there are ſeveral Expreſſions, parti- 

* cularly thoſe in the 3d & 4th Verſes, that relate 

to happier Times than Hezetiab ever lived to 
* ſee, and therefore we may juſlly ſay, that the 


© Reformation made by Hezelial, was but a Sha- 
7 dow or Image of thoſe greater Improvements 


in Grace and Holineſs, which properly belong 
* to the Goſpel Times, under the Government of 


X 83 and the Aſſiſtance of hisSpirit. Aud the 


« Eyes of them that ſee, ſhall not be dim, and the Ears 
* of them that hear, ſhall bearken — The H eart 40% 


L * of the Raſh hall under Hand R nowlege,& the Tongue 


cc 


of the Stammerers ſhall be ready 5 ſpeak plainly. 


God ſhall plentiſully afford the Light of his 
& Truth, and give them Grace to make a good 
Ule of the Inſtructions he vouchſafes unto them. 


Thoſe that are weak in Faith ſhall come to more 
perfect Degrees of Knowlege; and the moſt rude. 
and illiterate, ſuch as could not ſpeak ſo as to be 
underſtood, ſhall diſcourſe clearly & intelligibly 

of God and of their Duty ;—the barbarousNations 5 
being converted to Chriſt, ſnall give Praiſes toGod 


in their ſeveral Languages.“ 


And indeed my Text and Context have never 


yet been fulfilled, ſince the Coming of Chriſt, in 


EBF thei 
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their moſt ſublime Senſe, nor ſhall be, until the 
Millennial State advances, when the Kingdoms 
of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Chriſt. And therefore there 1s 
not only a primary but a /econdarySenſe of thePro- 
phet to be attended : 'To which may be added, 
with Propriety, an accommodated Senſe,the particu— 
lar Illuſtration whereof will compriſe all I propoſe 
to offer from my Text on this great Occaſion. 


J. This prophecy of a King to Reign 1 in Righ- 


peer ag and Princes to Rule in Judgment, 1s 


primarily applicable to KingHezekiah,andthe Prime 
Miniſters of State under him, and was fulfilled 1 


Him and Them. 


The firſt King of Iſrael by God's Permiſſion 


and Deſignation was Saul. Till this Time, God 


had governed the Nation by Judges, whom He 


raiſed up, & extraordinarily inſpired, when he ſaw | 


Occaſion. Hereſerved to himſelf the ſole Power 


of eſtabliſhing Laws, appointing Magiſtrates,and _ | 
makingWar.—7o/ephns (in hisBook againſt Apion ) 


makes the Government of the Iſraelites before 
they had a King different from all other, which 


he calls by a newName ©EOKPATIA(a GreekWord MW 
made by him to cxpreſs the ſame) Theocracy,that } 
is, the Government of God. For God exerciſed | 
the ſupreme Authority among them by his ex- | 


pres Command. 
On Occaſion of the bad Conduct of * 8 


Sons (their taking Bribes & perverting Judgment) 


the Elders of Iſrael came to Samuel, and demand- 


ed a King to be ſet over them, like the other Na- # 
tions, 1 Saur. Ch. 8. ver. 1. —4. God is offended 3 
3 


8 S ²˙ IE Dre : AY 
r n =; es we 
Te 5 Y 2 LE gh > es $. 4 * 
3 „ % en Sg: tg De, ; ; 
77CCC0õãĩðĩVjw0ẽ%V Eg he 
3 © * TA. BIG 7 
. S 0 R 
N 5 2 tee > oh Rt 


BY 


nds A | Hal, Www 


T ͤ ͤ X ¶ v. Mea ers aw F 


x Aer of other Ling he mult keep a N Court, 


An Eleftion SERMON. 9 


at it as an interpretative throwing off his Autho- 
rity, who was their King, but tells Samuel to con- 
ſent to their Demand, v. 7. at the ſame Time, 
ordering him to ew them the Manner f the 
King that ſhould reign over them, V. 9. (which 
Samuel faithfully relates to the Elders,y#.11---17.) 


that they might know what Kind of Government | 


they choſe in Stead of God's. Samuel from God 
gives them a Deſcription of a moſt arbitrary and 


tyrannical Government, ſuch as the Kings of the 
Nations had acquired, for they deſired ſuch a 
King as their Neighbours had, who werelall under 
the abſolute Dominion of their Princes, which is 
called by Ariſtotle e Lib. 5.) a wa 


Government. 


The People of Iſracl had hitherto liv ed under 


Governours, raiſed up by Divine Inſtinct, who 
had exacted no Tribute from them, nor put them 


to any Charges. With which Government they 


being not contented, but deſiring to have a King 
. F like other Nations, that ſhould live in Pomp and 

Z Splendor, and keep ſtanding Forces about him, to 
be ready to reſiſt any Invaſion : Samuel informs 
them, what it was they deſired, that they might 


conſider, when they underſtood i it, whether they 


would perſiſt in their Choice: If they would have 
a King magnificently attended, then he tells them, 
the King will take their Sons, and put them in 


his Chariots, &c. V. 11. If they would have him 
keep up conſtant Forces, then he muſt appoint 
them for Colonels and Captains, and employ thoſe 
in his Wars, who were wont to follow their Fa- 
mily Buſineſs, ver. 12. And ſince after the Man- 


they 


10 An Election SERMON. 


they muſt be content that their Daughters, (ver. 
13.) ſhould ſerve in ſeveral Offices; which the 
King would think below theDignity of his Wives 


and Daughters. Many Miniſters alſo in ſeveral 
Employments both in War & Peace, muſt have 


Salaries to ſupport them, which muſt be paid out 
of their Fields and Vineyards, ver. 14. For which 
Services, he tells them, the King will expect the 


Tenth of all belonging to them, that he may main- 


tain his Royal Expences, ver. 15, 16, 17. In one 
Word, if they will have a King, he muſt be main- 
tained, after a royal Manner, out of theirEſtates.* 

Far be it from us to ſuppoſe, that Samuel here 


peaks of a juſt and honeſt Right of Kings to do 
theſe Things, for their Right is quite otherwiſe 


deſcribed in that Part of Moſes's Law, which con- 


cerns theKing'sDuty, in Deut. Ch. 1. ver. 18, 19,20. 


Moſes there commands, that the King, w hen he 


ſat on the Throne, ſhould write him a Copy of 


the Law in a Book from the Original, or authen- 


tick Copy in the Sanctuary, under the Cuſtody of 


the Prieſts, and that he ſhould diligently ſtudy it, 


and learn his Duty therefrom, that he might be 
preſerved in the true Religion, and be acquainted 
with his whole Duty, and perform it accordingly: 


not imagining himſelf to be above all Laws, nor 


{lighting his Subjects, but taking due Careto pro- : 


mote their Happineſs. 
God had given Ifrael in the Wilderneſs ,aBody 


= of Moral Political and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, when 
he formed them into a National Common-Wealth 


and Church, or Political and Eccleſiaſtical State, 


and their Kings « are by Moſes enjoined! to govern | 


them. 
: Puſſmndnſ de Rebus Geſtis Philipp in Patricks Comment, ; 
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themſelves and their People by theſe ſtanding 
Laws. 


From what is ſaid in the latterPart of the 20th 
Ver. (To the End that he, that is, the King may pro- 
long his Days in his Kingdom, he and his Children in 
the midſt of Iſrael) it appears that God intended 


to eſtabliſh a ſucceſſive Right in that Family, to 


which he gave the Kingdom, if they continued 
in a conſtant Obſervation of his Laws. 

Saul their firſt King, diſobeyed God,and diſre- 
garded his Laws, and therefore theKingdom was 
taken from his Family, and given to David, who 
was a ſtri& Obſerver of the Divine Laws (except 
in the Matter of Uriah, which Sin on his Repen- 


tance,God pardoned) and theKingdom was tranſ- 


mitted to his Son Solomon. He, tho' highly fa- 
voured of God, yet in ſundry Inſtances rebelled 
againſt him, and trampled on his Laws. For he 
not only gave himſelt up to the wanton Embra- 
ces of manyWomen,but of many ſtrangeWomen, 
ſuch as were not Iſraelites by Nation or Profeſſion, 
but of idolatrous Nations, with whom the Lord 
had expreſly prohibited Iſrael in general, but more 
eſpecially their Kings, to contract Marriage; and 
by their Allurements, he was ſeduced to worſhip 
filthy and abominable Idols of the Neighbour 
W And in Puniſhment of his Idolatry and 

Apoſtacy, God rent away ten Tribes from his Son 
Rebolbaty & gave them to his Servant Jeroboam, 
the firſt Founder of the new & diſtinct Kingdom 
of Iſrael. God ſays, Solomon's Son ſhall have one 
Tribe, ſor his Servant David's ſake, and Feruſalem's 
ſake, which he had choſen. 1 Kin. Ch.11.31,32.— — 
ThatDavid my Servant may have a Light always before 

PO bs 3 
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me in ſeruſalem ver. 3 6. By aLight,is meant a Suc- 


ceſſion of Kings. Aſa & Jehoſaphat only of all the 
Kings of Judah from Solomon to Hezekiah,had the 


Character of pious and virtuous Kings, aud tho 
God in ſtrict Juſtice might haye rent the whole 


Kingdom from the Family of David, when they 


turned aſide from God & Obedience to hisLaws, 
yet for his Oath's ſake to David, he continued 
the Kingdom in his Family, and to his Poſterity, 


and thereby Jeruſalem was preſerved, and conti- 
nued the Place of Worſhip, according to the Di- 
vine Inſtitution, „„ £ 5 


King Aba, the Father of H ezekiah, Vas a very 


impious Prince, yet when the King of Iſrael and 
the King of Syria, were in a Confederacy to cut 


off the Royal Family of Judah, God remembred 


his ancient Promiſes to David, and ſent T/aiah to 
aſſure him, that their evil Counſel ſhould not ſtand, 
or come to paſs, See Jai. Ch. 7. ver.z--7. The 

_ Houſe of David was exceedingly moved at that 
Time, ver. 2. God offers Aba a Sign (which he 
himſelf ſhould chuſe) of the Truth of what he 

had declared and promiſed, ver. 10, 11. but Abaz 

refuſed to aſk a Sign, becauſe he was in Deſpair, 
and diſbelieved God's Word, ver. 12. I/aiah there- 


upon directs his Speech to the Royal Family in 
general, to comfort them under diſmal deſpond- 


ing Apprehenſions, and aſſures them that God's 
Promiſes to the Family of David, ſhould never 
fail, but ſhould have their full and final Comple- 
tion in the Meſſias, who ſhould be born of a Vir- 
gin, ver. 13,14. This Prophecy, concerning a 


Virgin's conceiving and bringing forth the Ema- 


zacl, (God with us) was now delivered to raiſe | 


and 
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and ſupport the Ircoping Spirit of the Houſe of 
David, who ſeeing ſo great a Force armed a- 
gainſt them, were under terrible Apprehenſions 
of their utter Extirpation near at Hand, from 
which this Prediction did relieve them by giving 
Aſſurance, that their Houſe ſhould ſtand and con- 
tinue, 'till this promiſed Emanuel ſhould be born 


of their Race. 


Ahaz, inſtead of being reformed by theMercy 


of Godin breaking the Confederacy of the two 


Kings, became more wicked than he was before, 


for he cleaved to the worſt Abominations of the 
| heathen Nations round about him. See 2 Chron. 


Ch. 28. ver. 2,3, 4. And therefore God for his 
Puniſhment, brought upon him again the two 


confederated Kings, from whom he had delivered 
him the former Year, who made terrible Havock 
and Deſtruction. See ver. 5, 6. and ſoon aſter 


the Land was invaded by the Edomites and Phi- 


liſtines, and expoſed to their Ravages. After all 
this he continued hardened in his "Impiety, and 
would not ſeek to God, nor turn from his wicked 
: Way s, but putting his Confidence in Man (and 
not in God) engaged the King of Aſſyria, by a 
ſacrilegious Preſent, to come for his Aſſiſtance, 
; who rather diſtreſſed than helped him. 


After this, he gave himſelf up to Idolatry, and 


worſhipped the Gods of the Syrians, as well as 
of the other Nations, and filled Jeruſalem and Ju- 
daah with Idols, and their Altars. 


And upon the whole it is evident that theReign = 


of haz was a moſt calamitous Time, and the 


People of Judah and Jeruſalem were in an cvil 


State, and all Things conſidered, a more diſmal 
4 | | C Scene 
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Scene was open'd than ever before. He who 
apoſtatized from God, and bid open Defiance to 
his ſacred Inſtitutions,” tis eaſy to ſuppoſe, did con- 


duct in Violation of the political or civil Laws, 


as well as the Moral andEccleſjaſtical. —Hereign- 
ed inUnrighteouſneſs, & thePrinces or Magiſtrates 


under him, by hizCommand,or wickedExample, 
ruled with Injuſtice. In Addition to the Cala- 
mities of War and Devaſtation from without by 


foreign Armies, Tyranny and Oppreſiion were 


triumphant within. 


Now in this gloomy and tempeſtuous Time, 


the Prophecy of my Text and Context is publiſhed 


by 1/aiah, in the Name of the Lord, to ſupport 


che ſinking Spirits of his People, to raiſe in them 


a comfortable Hope, and to give them a joyful 


Proſpect of a Time ſoon to come, when God 

Too graciouſly give them a religious and righ- 

teous King and good Magiſtrates, under whoſe 
_ wiſe and juſt and mildAdminiſtration of Govern- 


ment,they ſhould have ſome Reſpite, and be pro- 


tected and ſaved from the terrible Evils that hi- 
therto had come upon them, and almoſt over- 
whelmed them. 


This Prediction is jntrodured with aWord 48. 4 


manding Attention to what ſhould be ſpoken, as 
a Matter of great Importance for the People to 
hear and underſtand—Behold—a King ſhall reign 
inRighteonſneſs,and Princes ſhall rule in Judgment — 


Under the Government of ſo good a King as 
Hezekiah, inferiour Princes and Magiſtrates ſhall 
execute their Office with Integrity and Faithſul- 


„ 


. Righteouſneſs 


+ Lout!'s Comment, 
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 Righteouſieſs and Jadgment are often uſed in 
Scripture the one for the other, and to expreſs 


the ſame Thing, and yet we may ſuppoſe. that 


ſometimes they expreſs Ideas diſtinct or ſome- 


what different. 


The 724 Pſalm Beginning may be conſidered 
as a parallel Place with my Text—G7verhe King 
thy Judgments,and thyRighteouſneſs to the King's Son, 
ver. 1. As if David had ſaid, O God, beſtow 
upon Solomon (who now ſits upon my Throne) 
ſuch a right Judgment in all Things,and ſuch Up- 


rightneſs and Integrity of Heart, that he may go- 
vern thy People according to thy Laws, and tem- 


pering Juſtice. with Mercy, may be a worthy 
Succeſſor of me.” He ſhall judge thy People with 


Righteouſneſs, and thy People with Judgment, ver. 2. 
q. d. He needs thy ſpecial Guidance & Aſſiſtance, 


by which he may be able to adminiſter all Affairs 
with ſuch impartial Juſtice' and Clemency, that 
his pooreſt Subjects may be as dear to him, as they 
are to Thee; and recover their Rights, or be pre- 


ſerved in them, from the Power of thoſe who 
5 would oppreſs them,” 4 


It follows in the ſecond Verſe of my Text, 


Ada Manſhallbe as an hiding Place from the Wind, 
and a Covert from the Tempeſt,asRivers of | 77 ater in 
a dry Place, as theShadow of a great Rock ina weary 
Laa That is, This Man the Prince, the King, 
ſhall be a Refuge to us, when the Storms of Ca- 
lamities overtake us, or the Oppreſſions of our E- 
nemies, like exceſſive Heat, do ſcorch and conſume 
e ee metaphorical Expreſſion we have 
in I/ai. 25. 4. directed to God the great King 


15 For 
7 By Patrik Faraphr, * Lowtl's Comment, 2 
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For thou haſt been a Refuge from the Storm, a 
Shadow from the Heat, when the Blaſt of the terrible 


Ones is as a Storm againſt the Wall.” Which may be 
apply'd to the Protection and Deliverance which 


God vouchſafed to the ſews from Sennacherib and 


his Army. 


* The Prophet compares the Oppreſſions of 
thoſe Strangers & Infidels to an excetliveDrought 
which parched up every Thing, & ver. 5. He 


ſays, God will over-ſhadow hisPeople,and protect 
them 'till this Tyranny be overpaſt.” Alike man- 


ner of Expreſſion we have in Ch.4.6. And there 


| ſhall be a Tabernacle for a Shadow in the Day-Time 


from the Heat, and for a Place of Refuge, and for u 
_ Covert from Storm and from Rain. That is, God 


will protect his People, defend and ſecure them 


from Calamities, Oppreſſions and afflifting Evils. 


When Hezekiah ſet on the Throne, he reform 


ed the Abuſes and Evils that had ſprung up and 


flouriſhed in thcReign of hisFather : And where- . 
as Shebna, who had not a good Character, was 
Prime Miniſter of State in the Reign of Ahaz,this 


King removed him, and put Eliabim, in hisPlace, 
Compare Iſai. 22. 15. with Ch. 36.3. This Elia- 


kim was a Father to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and to 
the Houſe of Judah, i. e. had a tender Care of thoſe 
who were under his Government,Ch.22.ver. 20, 
21..—He was a Prince that ruled in Judgment. 


The King began his Reign with the Reforma- 


tion of Religion ; he opened the Houſe of God, 
and reſtored the true Worſhip of God, according 


to the Divine Law ; he ordered the Prieſts and. 


Loevites to attend their Duty at the Temple. He 


cauſed his Father 8 idolatrous Altar to be remov- 
ec, 
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ed, and reſtored the Lord's Altar to it's Place, and 
purged the Temple of all other Pollutions, with 
which it had been prophaned.— The Houſe of 
God being ſanctified, the King, the Rulers and great 
Men of his Kingdom went thither, with the Peo- 
ple, and offered Sacrifices of Atonement & Peace- 
Offerings. And the Service of God was fully 
reſtored, as it had been performed in the pureſt 
Time, 

And the King called the People together from 
all Parts of the Land, to ſolemnize the Paſſover, 


at which there was a very great Congregation— 


and was the greateſt Paſſover that had been kept 
for many Generations paſt:— and when this So- 
lemnity was ended, by the Command and under 
the Direction of the King, the People went out 
into all the Coaſts of Judah and Benjamin, and 
brake the Images in Picces, and cut down the 
Z Groves,and threw down the high Places and the 
Altars, and utterly deſtroyed all the Monuments of 
Idolatry, which were found in Jeruſalem & Judea, 
and the Coaſt thereof; and thoſe of the other 


Tribes, on their return home, did the ſame in all 


other Parts of the Land; and ſo the true Worſhip 
of God was univerſally reſtored. And even the 
= brazen Serpent made by Moſes in the Wilderneſs, 
Was not ſpared; which had been (in the Times 
of Corruption and Apoſtacy) made an Object of 
= idolatrous Worſhip. — Thus Hezekiah reigned in 
= Righteouſneſs, according to the Divine Law, 

| And not only was he a religious and righteous 
Prince, but he was a Father of his People, in pro- 
viding. for their Deſence: EO the Aſſyrian 
| yy" | 
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When Jeruſalem was threatned with Invaſion 
by Sennacherib,the King appeared in theCharacter 


ol a conragiolis and magnanimous, as well as faithful 


Ruler. He made all manner of Preparationsfor 
the Defence of the City andAnnoyance of the E- 
nemy, in Caſe of a Seige. He cauſed the People to 
be enroll'd and marſhal'd, that were able for the 
War, and placed over them Captains of Experi- 
ence, to inſtruct them in all military Exerciſes, and 


to lead them forth againſt theEnemy. And above 


all theſe Preparations for Defence, he put his Truſt 


in God, as appears by that excellent Speech he 


made to the military Officers, 2 Chron. 32. 7, 8. | 
Be ſtrong and couragious, be not afraid nor diſmayed | 
for the King of Aria, nor for all his Multitude that | 


is with him, for there be more with u3 than with 


him — with him is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us 
| is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our | 


Battles — And tis ſaid, The People reſted themſelves 
upon theWWord's of Hezetiab: i. e. relied upon what 


he ſaid, as if it had been ſpoken to them by God | 


himſelf, And God rewarded Hezzkiah's Picty and 


his religious Regard to the Law of God in his 


Adminiſtration of Government, with aproſperous 


Reign, and a very ſignal Deliverance from the ; 
violent Attempts of the Aſſyrians ; for when the 


Army was on a full March towards Jeruſalem, with 
a Purpoſe to deſtroy the City & Inhabitants, God 


ſent a terrible Deſtruction upon them, 2 Kin. 9.35. 


And updn the whole, tis evident, that this pious 
and righteous Prince, under God, was a hiding Place 
from the Mind, a Covert from the Sperm of War and 8 
Devaſtation thereof, as refreſhing Waters to the 
thirſty, as a Shadow of Defence from the violent 


and 
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and ſcorching Heat; a Protector & Defender of 
his People from the deſtructive Evils, with which 
they were threatned. 
* And this King of Judah i is exhibited as a Pat- 
tern of Piety and Juſtice, exerted for the Honour 
of God,and his Laws, and for the Safety & Felici- 
ty of the People under his Government: He 18 
iet forth as a Pattern, for the Imitation of all 
| ChriſtianKings. Religion,in the firſtPlace,ought 
to be the Concern of every Chriſtianprince. He 
. = that ruleth over Men, st rule in the Fear of 


God, 2 Sam.23.3. i. e. in the exact Obſervance of 
all the Divine Laws. And accordingly (as you 
baue heard) Kings were enjoined to copy out the 
Law, and read therein all the Days of their Life, 
„ (Deut. 17. 19.) that they might have a Senſe of 
i Religion and Piety on their Hearts,and manifeſt a 
J - it in their Practice. Hezekiah was eminent for 
p Piety towards God, and a zealous Regard to his 
+ © Laws and Worſhip, and therefore he reigned in 
i ll Righteouſneſs, and the Magiſtrates under Him, ruled 
q in Judgment. His Eyes (as David's) were upon 
i8 the faithful of the Land, to dwell with him. i. e. 
* to be of his Council, and he choſe them who 
. were of a perfect Way, (i.e. honeſt & upright) 
e 8 * ſerve him in the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
m ment. All good Kings are mindful of God and 
5 his ſacred Laws, and they think themſelves ob- 
'" WM liged to promote the religious Obſervance due 
1 thereunto.——It is the Province of Rulers to be 
s  M Patronsof Religion, to be nurſing Fathers of the 
13 Church. And God is pleaſed to ſhower down 
8 huis Bleſſings upon pious Princes, and He makes 
* 7 them gent Benefgcdon, to the People. A People 


5 are 
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are ſafe and happy, by the Favour of Heaven, un- 
der Rulers who, above all Things, have a ſtrict 
and zealous Regard to the Honour of God and 
Obedience to his ſacred Inſtitutions. | 
And now, having conſidered the primarySenſe 

of my Text,in Application to King Hezekiah ; it 
follows, 

II. To ſhew, that there is alſo a ſecondary Sent 
of the Words to be attended, for the WN 
tion of them. 

This Senſe is very ident in a great many | 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament. It is called a 

ſecondary Senſe, not as if it were leſs principally | 
intended by the Prophets, but rather withReſpect 
to the Time, becauſe it is the laſt and ultimate 
Completion of their Predictions: Which is alſo | 
called the myſtical or figurative Senſe, by which is 

meant a more remote, but a natural and neceſſary 


Signification, in Contradiſtinction to the literal or MI. 
immediate Signification, which is a Type or Figure 


of the other. All Types or Figures being to have 
a Reſpect to the Things figured ; if we conſider 
them as Figures, we ſpeak at the ſame Time of 
that which they repreſent ; ſo that which is ſaid, 
has neceſſarily two proper and natural Senſes ; _ 
one that agrees to the Figure, and another to the 
Thing figured : Sometimes the Figure is more 
_ evidently ſpoken of than the Thing figured, but 
ſometimes alſo ſuch Words are purpoſely choſen, 
as agree better to the Thing figured than the Fi- 
gure, to ſnew that what is ſaid is but a Figure, 
and ought not to be reſted in. The Old Teſta- 
ment is a Figure of the New, and all thoſe Things 
which betell the Jews, were Figures of what- 
| ever | 


Ma . 
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4 Dupin's Canon of Scripture; Vol, io 
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ever ſhould happen to Jeſus Chriſt, and bis Diſ- 


ciples. 
The Apoſtle Paul thus expreſſes himſelf, in 
1 Cor. 10. 11. Now all theſe Things happened un- 


7 them for Examples, or Types or Figures (: mn) 


according to the Greek, ſpeaking of Iſrael's 
being under the Cloud,and paſſing thro' the Sea 


&c. and their eating the Manna and drinking 


Water out of the Rock; all which were Types 
or Figures of Goſpel ſpiritual Bleſſings. See ver. 


1— 


90 But tho! the chief Perſons, and principal E- 


| vents of the old Teſtament are Figures, yet ſome 


are more evidently ſuch, and others more obſcure- 
ly; ſome are written only as Hiſtories, and left 


do be interpreted, and others are written ſo that 
we may plainly ſee they are but Figures, and 


their Relation naturally and neceſſarily carries 
the Mind to ſomething more lofty : Such are 


many of the Prophecies of the oldTeſtament con- 


= cerning Jeſus Chriſt, and his Church : They are 


capable of two Senſes, that of the Figure, and that 
of the Thing figured ; this latter is not an arbi- 
trary, but a proper and neceſſary Senſe, becauſe 
the Words themſelves ſhew that the Deſign of 
the Writer was to repreſent by a Figure ſome- 
thing more ſublime, - As for Example, when the 


} Kingdom of David, and the Marriage of Solomon 


is ſpoken of in ſuch lofty and magnificent Terms, - 


| tis viſible, the Writer intended to ſpeak of ſome- 


thing more ſublime ; i. e. of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and his Union with the Church,to which 


what he ſays of the Kingdom of David, and the 


D 5 Marriage 
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Marriage of Solomon, much more naturally a- 


grees. 


And of this Kind is the Prophecy of my Text 
and Context, which tho' primarily relating to He- 


zekiah, and the Jewiſh Church and State, yet e- 
condarily relates to Jeſus Chriſt, of whom that 


King was a Type; and tho' it might have, and 


hitherto has hada Fulfilment by ſeveral Steps and 
' Degrees, ſince the Times of the Goſpel commen- 
ced, (as I ſhall ſhew under the third general Head, 


when 1 ſhall conſider this Prophecy by Way of 


Accommodation) yet as I obſerved in my los 
_ duction, this Prediction has never yet been ful- 


filled ſince the Coming of Chriſt in its ultimate 


and moſt ſublime Senſe, nor ſhall be, till the Mil- 
lennial Period arrives. And therefore I conſider 
this Prophecy as typical of that happy State of 
the Church and World in the latter Days. And 
in the juſt Latitude of its fecondary or myſtical 
Senſe—1. Mar was'a Type or Figure of Anti- 


chriſt, that apoſtatiſed from the true Worſhip of 


the trucGedto Idolatry &c.—2. Hezekiah was a 
Type of Chriſt in one of the laſt glorious Diſplays 
of his kingly Power and Office, in a thoro' Refor- i 
mation of the Church, and cleanſing the Chriſtian i 
Sanctuary from all Antichriſtianiſm. And 3. Se- 


nacherib with his Aſfyrian Army, was a Type of 


 Gog and Magog, that ſhall ariſe at the End of the 
Millennium & compaſs the Camp of the Saints or 
New Jeruſalem. Eg 
(1.) Abaz was a Type orFigure of Antichriſt 1 
| that a poſtatized from the trueWorſhip of the true 


God to Idolatry & ieee Tis ſaid 


5 Datia ibid, 
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mortal Man; and theſe Baalim or Demons were 


ons round about : 
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Abaz made molten Images for Baalim, 2 Chron. 28. 2. 
which was a general Name of he God of the Nati- 
And in particular, tis ſaid, ver. 
23. that he ſacrificed to the Gods of Damaſcus, that 
is, the Syrian Gods which were called Baalim; 
and ſetting up Image-Worſhip, according to the 
Practice of the Nations, he ſacrificed and burnt 
Incenſe in the high Places, ver. 4. i. e. unto his 
Idols. And ſuppreſſing the Worſhip of God ac- 
cording to his Law, by ſhutting up the Temple, 
he took Care the People of Judah ſhould not go 
up to Feru/alem, by erecting high Places in every 
City, wherein to perform divine Worſhip and 
Service to Baalim,ver.24,25. Theſe Baalim call'd 
by the Greek Philoſophers and Poets Demons 
(4xiuw) were an inferior Kind of deify'd Powers, 
as Mediators between the ſovereign Gods and 


the Souls of Men (Kings, Heroes & others) deify'd 

or canonized for Gods after their Death. This 

appears from Heſiod, Plato, and others. 
Theſe deceaſed Men thus turned! into Gods had 


Tn the Name of Baalim from Bell or Baal, the firſt 


King of Babel, after Nimrod, or rather Nimrod 


1 himſelf, * who i is ſuppoſed to be the firſt Man 


XZ who was deify'd or reputed;as a God after 


AF Death, and accordingly worſhipped. — And 
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afterwards many other deceaſed Heroes & Kings 


7 vere added and put among the Number of the 


Baal, whoſe Worſhip Jezebel of Tyre, 


©: brought i into Iſrael, was a deify'd Phenician King 

This Order of Dzmons had Place 
1 in the Refigion of the ancient Romans, who called 
themPenates, Lares,and Dii Manes.F And when 
+ See Danret's Dick. 
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conſecrated 1 It for that Purpoſe, | 5 
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they canonized their deceaſed Emperors, (which 
began at the Death of Auguſtus) they called them 


Divi, that is, Gods of a ſecond Rank. — This was 


the Doctrine of Baalim, a middle Sort of divine 
Powers; their Office was to be Mediators or A- 
gents between the ſovereign Gods and Men, and 
the Way of worſhipping them, was by conſecra- : 
ting Images, in which to have and retain the 
Preſence of theſe Dæmons at their Devotions. | 
This Worſhip of Baalim or Dæmons was bro't into | 
Judah & Jeruſalem by King Abas, as it was brot 
Into Iſrael 200 Years before by {hab & Jeaebel. | 
See 1 Ain. GP. 16. 38, 31, 32. 


And now let us ſee, how the Pagan Doctrine 


of Baalim and the Worſhip thereof 1 Is imitated by | 
the Romiſh Church. 1 


The great Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church 5 


began in departing from the Faith, and giving | 
heed to ſeducing Spirits and Doctrines of Devils, 
(Gr. aauvier) or Dæmons, which is foretold by 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4. 1. | 


As the Reign of Antichriſt big in B ae 74 


the Third Bp of Rome, whom, (with hissucceſſors) 
Phocas, Emperor of Conſtantinople, made Supreme 
Head of the Church, and univerſal Biſhop over all 
Churches whatſoever, A. D. 606, ſo his immedi- 4 
ate Succeſſor Boniface the 4th, in two or three 5 


Years after, by Leave from Phocas, opened the 


Pantheon at Rome, i. e. the Temple of Cybele, ad 


all the Gods, and inſtead of the Pagan Pe, F 


_ commanded the Virgin Mary, and all Saints and 


Martyrs, to be worſhipped in that Temple, and ; 
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The Heathens generally worſhipped one ſu- 


preme God, but with him they ſet up other in- 


ferior Gods, created Deitier, whom they ſtiled Dæ- 
mons or Heroes ; theſe were ſubordinate Divini- 
ties, Mediators & Interceſſors with the ſupreme 
God. This was the Worſhip of Baalim, which 


Aba introduced into his Kingdom, in his great 


Apoſtucy from the God of Iſrael, and his true 


Worſhip. 


So it is in the Cherch of Retr, And this Was 


the great Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church, when 


from being the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſhe was turned ö 


into a Harlot, being guilty of ſpiritual Adultery, | 


even as Iſrael & Judah. See H/ Ch. 2. ver. 2, 4, 3. 


Tho' the Papiſts acknowledge the One true God, 


yet they have introduced Angels and Suite, as 


the Object of Worſhip, to whom they pray, and 
before whom they proſtrate themſelves, and pay 
religious Adoration, which is correſpondent to 
the Demon-Worſhip of the Pagans.— It is worthy 
0 Obſervation, that when Ahaz cauſed an H- 
latrous Altar 
he ſaw at Damaſcus) to be made and ſet up in the 
Place of the Altar of the Lord in the Temple, which 


(in Form of Baalin's Altar whicl 


he therefore cauſed toberemoved. I fay, when 


Abaꝛ did this, at the ſame Time he ſaid to Urijuh, - 
that the Brazen Altar (i.e. the Altar of theLord) 
ſhould be for him to enquire by, 2 King. 16. 15. 


Tho' he made a ſolemn Injunction that all the 


public Sacrifices of what Sort ſoever they were, 


whether made by himſelf, or by the People, ſnould 


be conſtantly offered upon his Altar, which he 
1 calls the great Altar, (becauſe it was much bigger 
1 than the Altar of God) ver, 1 5. Jet, he would 


not 
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not have i: thought, that he intended wholly to 
lay aſide the Altar madeby Solomon, but rather to 
do it great Honour, by reſerving it for his private 
Uſe, when he pleaſed to enquire of God,or at leaſt 
he pretended ſome Regard to it, tho he had de- 
Sake WE: 

And this is the Language and Practice of An- 
tichriſt ; for the Pope of Rome cauſes.Shrines and 
Altars to be made and ſet up for the Virgin Mary 


and the Saints, the Chriſtian, or rather Antichriſtian 


Baalim, and orders ſolemn and divine Adoration 
and Worſhip to be given unto them ; and atthe 
ſame Time pretends to have a religious Venera- 
tion for God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; though 
hereby Chriſt is excluded his Office, as the one 
only Mediator between God and Man. So the 
true Chriſtian Altar is removed, and the refined 
Altar of Baalim, with a Chriſtian Name is put in 
its Place. And as Ahaz in Conformity to the Pa- 
gans, worſhipped the Syrian Gods in & by Images 


and Statues or Idols,accounting hem as Repreſen- 


tations and Symbols of the Gods to whom divine 
Worſhip was paid, (for neither He nor the wiſe; 
Heathens tho't theſe Images to be Gods, yet the 
worſhipping them, and the Gods in and by them 
is true Iolatry) So the Papiſts, who make and 
ſet up Images of God and Telos Chriſt, the Virgin 
Mary and theSaints, anddo not take theſelmages 


to be Gods, but only Repreſentations of them, and 


erected to their Honour, are nevertheleſs juſtly 


charged with Idolatry,becauſe they fall down be- 
fore them, and pay religious Worſhip unto them. 


And thus it appears, that the Apoſtacy of Abaz ns 


* See Bp Patrict's Comment, 
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Y {om the true Worſhip of God to Idolatry, and 
# the Worſhip of Baalim, was a Figure or Type of 
9 the great Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church to 
Fan 

1 Hezekiah was a Type of Chriſt in one of 
l the laſt and glorious Diſplays of his Regal Power 
and Office, when he ſhall throughly cleanſe the 
EZ Chriſtian Church from all Antichriſtian Idolatries 


1 and Impurities. 


Jeſus Chriſt, the true and eternal God, has an 


eſſential Kingdom, co- eternal with himſelf, and 


inſeparable from his Being. And He has aKing- 
= dom, and is King, as God-Man, and Media- 
tor between God and Man, and the Church is 
# more peculiarly his Kingdom, as conſiſting of 
that Part of the World which owns hisAuthortty, 
Py Wakes a viſible Profeſſion of Fealty to him; and 
1 Submiſion to his Laws: And as for the other 
7 Parts of the World, they are all of Right his Sub- 
8 by Virtue of that univerſal regal Authority 
= wherewith God the Father hath inveſted him, 
but! in Fact are Slaves to the Prince of Darkneis, 
Z whoſe Dominion in the World is no other than 
Y a Uſurpation on the Kingdom of Chriſt. But the 

Church is that Part of the World, that hath thrown _ 
off the Yoke of this Uſurper, and by a ſolemn 
1 Profeſſion, ſurrendered up it ſelf to the Authority 
of Chriſt its rightful Lord and Sovereign: and 
hence the Members of the Church are ſaid to be 


tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, into 
the Kingdom of the Son of God. See Col. 1. 13. 


N 4 pan this Church or viſible Kingdom of Chriſt 
5 may be thus defined: “ It is one univerſal So- 
* city of all Chriſtian People e by the 
1 New 
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New Covenant in Baptiſm under jeſus Chriſt 
© jts Supreme Head, and diſtributed under lawful 
Governors & Paſtors i into particular Churches, 
cc holding Communion with each other in all the 


* Eſſentials of Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip and 
* Diſcipline.” 1 


9 The viſible Body or Church of Jeſus Chriſt 


on Earth, comprehends all the Profeſſors of his 
Name througbout the whole World, who retain 


1 the Purity of the Faith and the Unity of the 


« Spirit in the Bond of Love.” 

Now for this viſible Church or Kingdom on 
Earth, and the Government thereof, Chriſt the 
King has preſcribed Laws, firſt by bimſelf perſo- 


nally, and aſterwards by his Apoſtles under the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit, and as King over his 

Church, he defends it againſt the Attempts of its 
Enemies. And for this End, He appoints 


Kings and Governors the Nurſing Fathers of his 


Church, as was anciently predicted, Jai. 49. v. 23. 
wWho in Analogy to that Name are to protect it, in 
the Profeſſion and Exerciſe of the true Religion, 
to ſecure its Peace and good Order by wholeſome 
Laws, to chaſten and correct its irregular Mem- 
bers, and to make proper Proviſion for the De- 
cency of its Worſhip, and the Maintenance of its 
Miniſters, or ſpiritual Paſtors. Theſe are alſo of 
his Appointment (as King of his Church) to 
preach his Goſpel,” to adminiſter his holy Sacra- 
ments, to offer up the public Prayers of Chriſtian 
Congregations, and to perform all other Acts and 
Oxices | in the Church, according to the vue 


1 itution.“ 


333 Jeſi as 
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Jeſus Chriſt has had ſuch a Kingdom onEarth, 
ſince his Aſcenſion into Heaven, but hitherto his 
viſible Kingdom has not had a large Spread upon 
the Earth.—* The Infidel Part of the World 1s 
very vaſt and large— The greateſt Kingdoms of 
the Earth are Tartary, India, China, Perſia and 
Turkey, Which are Strangers to the Religion of Je- 
ſus, except a ſmall Number in Turkey.—If we di- 

vide the World into fix Parts, we ſhall find that 

five of them know notChriſt, but are either the ido- 
| latrous Pagans (which are the greateſt Number) 
or Jews or Mahometans ; and of the remaining | 
= ſixth Part, Popery hath ſpread it ſelf thro' the 
moſt flourithing Kingdoms of Europe, and has got 
Footing in Aſia and Africa, and America; and 
among the Churches which diſown Popery, 
ſome are groſly ignorant, erroneous and ſuper- 
ſtitious, as the Churches of Mu/covy, Abyſſnia 
(or Upper-Ethiopia) and thoſe called the Greek 
| Churches, both in Aſia and Europe; fo that they 
hardly deſerve the Name of Chriſtian Churches” — 
Not to ſpeak of the Ignorance, Infidelity, He- 
reſy, & Immorality that ſeems to cover the Pro- 
teſtant Churches: So that the true Church of 
Chriſt is at this Day (as it has been in preceed- 
ing Times) a little Flock.— But if we look into 
the Prophecies of theOld Teſtament, we ſhall find 
they ſpeak of the vaſt Extent of Chriſt's s Vifidle 
Kingdom on Earth, and ſeeing thoſe Prophecies 
have never yet been accompliſhed, we muſt con- 
EZ clude that there is a Time yet to come, beſore the 
Comummation of all Things, wherein our Saviour 
will once more diſplay the glorious Banner of his 
* Croſs, and like a mighty Man of War, march on 
conquering 


1 tisfy our ſelves, by conſidering, that from the Be- 
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conquering and to conquer, till he has compleat- 
ed his Victory over all the Powers of the Earth, 
and brought all the World into a State of Sub- 
jection and Obedience to him and his Goſpel : 
When the Kingdoms of the World ſhall become 
the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt. 

There are a great Number of Texts in 1/aiah, 
Feremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the minor Prophets, 
which ſpeak of this univerſal Kingdom of the 
Meſſias. I ſhall name only one or !wo. "Tis ſaid 
in Dan. Ch. 2. 34, 35. that the Stone cut out of the _ 
Mountain without Hands, (by which all agree the 
_ Kingdom of Chriſt is Gonified) ſhould become agreat 
Mountain, aud fill the whole Earth. And in Zech. 
14. 9. tis ſaid, the Lord ſhall be King over all the | 
Earth. But the moſt ſignal and renowned Place 
of Scripture, concerning the future glorious State 
of the Chriſtian Church on Earth, is in the New- 
Teſtament : Rev. Ch. 20. begin. whereis (in Vi- 

ſion) expreſly foretold the Binding of Satan a thau- 

ſand Years, and the Saints living and reigning with 
Chriſt a thouſand Years. 


That this happy Period is not paſt, we may ſa- 


ginning of Goſpel Times, to this Day, there ne- 
ver has been a thouſand Years that deſerve the | 
Name, or anſwer the Charaders of this bleſſed 
Ixilleunium. L 
This laſt State of the Church and the World is - 
expreſſed by new Heavens and a new Earth 
wherein dawelleth Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 3. 13. which 
(ſays the Apoſtle Peter, ) we look for according 4 
his Promiſe, evidently referring to the Prophet 
Mea for this is his 1 25 in expreſſing the 2 
ous 


. / . ao 
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ous Times of the Goſpel ; For behold (ſays God) 
T create new Heavens and a new Earth, Ch. 65. 17. 
And again, Ch. 66. 22.—The new Heavens and 
the new Earth which I will make—And from him 
(not only Peter) but the Apoſtle John borrows 
and uſes the ſame Metaphor of a ve Heaven 


and a new Earth, (Rev. 21. 1.) in deſcribing the 


Millennium mentioned! in the Beginning of the 
preceeding Chapter. 


This cannot be meant ofthechurch triumphant 


and State of the bleſſed in Heaven; for the new 
Heavens and the new Earth, ver. 1. are the ſame 
with the holy City, the new Feruſalem, ver. 2. into 
which the Kings of the Earth bring their Glory 


and Honour, ver. 24. i. e. the gentile Kings 
being converted to Chriſtianity, ſhall come with 
all their honourable Retinue, to ſubmit to the 


| Sceptre of Jeſus, to own themſelves his Subjects, 
and ambitious to be Members of this glorious 


Church on Earth, 
It is very evident, and I ſuppoſe univerſally a- 


greed, that Jeruſalem the Metropolis of Judea, E 


was a Type of the Chriſtian viſible Church (as 


the Temple and Sacrifices and other ceremonial 
Services thereof, were a Type of the pure Goſpel _ 
Service and Worſhip) and David under this Fi- 


gure, celebrates the Beauty and Glory of the 
Goſpel-Church in the latter Days, Pſal. 48. ver. 1, 2. 
—The City of our God beautiful for Situation, the 


Foy of the whole Earth, is Mount Sion, the City of” 


HH the great King—i.e. the Chriſtian Church in her vis 
Able and glorious State, the City of Chriſt the great 


King. And in the Book of Ezekiel, from ” ng 
goth t to the End of the Book, we have a Deſ- 
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cription of the Millennial State of the Goſpel- 
Church, repreſented under the Figure of the City 
of Jeruſalem and the Temple. 
The Prophet was in Viſion brought into the 
Land of Iſrael, and was /et upon avery high Moun- 
tain, by which was the Frame of a City on the South, 
i. e. on the South-Side of Mount Sion. He ſaw 
to the Southward of him,a Repreſentation of the 
City and Temple ſtanding upon an Eminence. 


And John's Viſion of the new Jeruſalem (tho' it 


is to be obſerved there was no Temple there) is 


form'd upon the Plan of Ezekiel's Viſion. See 


Rev. 21. 10, 11. Aud he carried me away in the Spi- 


rit to a great and high Mountain, and ſhewed me that 


great City, the holy Jeruſaleim, deſcending out Hea— 


ven from God, having the Glory of God. Now to 


prepare for this bleſſed State, the Lord Jeſus will 
come a ſecond Time, (not perſonally, but by his 


| Spirit) with his Fan in his Hand, and will thro'ly 


purge the Floor of his viſible Churc h from all the 
Chaff of Superſtition, and Idolatry, Schiſm & Hereſy, 


Irreligion & Immorality, with which it is almoſt 
totally covered. And he ſhall be as a Refiner and 
Purifier of Silver, and be ſhall purify the Sons of Levi 


(the Miniſters of the Goſpel) ad purge them as 
Gold and Silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
Offering in Righteouſneſs. See Mal. 3. 3. At this 
Time, that molt corrupt Faction of Chriſtians, or 
rather moſt wicked Cabal of Axtichriſtians (called 


in Scripture the myſtical Babylon & Antichriſt) 


hall be utterly broken, and the Kings & Princes 


of the Nations (the ten Horns) who had before 


been Partakers with the Romiſh Church in its 
foul Os ab and re will be turned 
. "0 
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to hate the antichriſtian Whore, and ſhall make 
her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her Fleſh, 
and burn her with Fire, Rev. 7. 16: - 

This is the happy Time when Antichriſt's 
Reign, i. e. domineering perſecuting Power ſhall come 
to an End, which (as it began A.D.606,and muſt 


continue 1260 Years) is at 108 Years Diſtance 
from the preſent Time. Then ſhall begin the 


cleanſing of the Sanctuary predicted and in Type 


foreſhewed in Daniel, Ch. 8. Tho' it may take up 


half a Century or more for the thorough purging 


the Church from all antichriſtian Impurities. 


To prepare for the pouring out the ↄthVial on 


the Seat of the Roman Beaſt : The 4th Vial ſhall 


be poured out on the Sun: That is, the grand 


Supports of the Papacy ſhall be removed,the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and the Houſe of Bourbon — Theſe 


Powers of Europe ſhall be broken and their Em- 
pires overturned. After the Ruin of Antichriſt, 


follows the Downfall of the TurkiſhEmpire, fore- 


ſhewed by the pouring out the /zxth og on the 
great River Euphrates (Rev. 16. 12.) i. e. the 
People inhabiting there, the Turks who dwell 3 in 
that Part of theWorld—and the Water thereof was 


dried up, i. e. the Turkiſh Empire is overturned. 


It follows,— that the Way of the Kings of the Eaſt 
might be prepared. Some great Potentates of the 


_ eaſtern Nations ſhall come over to the Chriſtian 
Church, and the Goſpel ſhall be preached to thoſe 
Nations. The 6th Vial ſhall demoliſh the Tur- 
 kiſh and Perſian Empires, and deſtroy theMaho- 
metan Religion, in which Empires it now flou- 


Tiſhes. This will prepare the Way for goſpe- 


lieing all the Nations of the Eaſt, —The -thVial 


poured 
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poured into theAir is the immediate Fore- runner 
of the Millenium, when a great Voice came out of 1 


the Temple of Heaven from the Throne, Jaying, it is | 
gone, ver. I7. . 
Then the Goſpel ſhall be preached to all the Mt 
Nations of the Earth.—The Jews ſhall be con- 
verted to Chnit and gathered in, from all their 
8 = Difperſions, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall 
| come in with the Jews to the Chriſtian Church. 
; _ Rom. 11.25.,—This is the Time ſpoken ofby BW; 
tue Prophet J/aiah (Chap. 11. 9.) when the Earth . 
ſhalt ve full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Mc 
* Waters cover the Sea. And when every thing 1 
= that offends is taken out of the Way, the Earth Mi 
| ſhall be bleſſed with an aniver/al Peace, which is M1 
clearly predicted by the evangelical Prophet, Idi. G 
Chap. 2. 4. Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt . 
Nation, neither ſpall they learn War any more: Which f 
peaceful State is alſo foretold in many other Places = 
of the Prophets. Univerſal Righteouſneſs and Ho- Me 
| Tineſs ſhall be an Attendant of this laſt Diſpenſa- f 
tion People ſhall be all righteous, ſays the 
Prophet, Jai. 2 21. And they ſhall not defile them- 
ſelves any more with their deteſtable Things, Ezek. | 
37. 23. Religion ſhall appear in it's native Purity, 
the Influence of the holy Spirit on Men's Hearts, 
ſhall be conſpicuous in their Lives—then in a 
more eminent Manner, than ever before the 
bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be exalted and glorifyed. © In 
theſe bleſſed Days there ſhall be no new Religion, 
but eu Fearts—Religion and Piety ſhall be in 
high Reputation, Goodneſs and Holineſs ſhall be 
eſteemed moſt honourable, all Perfidiouſneſs and 


Falſhood mall ceaſe and nn Sin- 
Fol cerity, 


8 
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W cerity, Integrity and Open · Heartedneſs ſhall uni- 
verſally prevail—All ſiniſter and baſe Deſigns, all 
7 unworthy Aims and vicious Ends ſhall be laid 


WT aſide, and the Glory of God and the Honour of 


BE Chriſt ſhall have a mighty and moſt prevailing 
EZ Influence in the Hearts and Lives of Men. 


EZ onEarth. And this happy State of Things ſhall be 


enlivened and enlightned, tho' not with Chriſt's 

perſonal Preſence, yet with his Preſence by the 
lnfluence of his Spirit, in an high and very un- 
common Meaſure ; for ſo we read in the apoca- 


| lypticViſion, that upon the new Jeruſfalem's com- 


ing down from Heaven, a great Voice was heard 
== ſaying, Behold the Tabernacle of God is with Men, 
and He will dwell with them; and they ſhall be his 


ö People, and God himſelf ſhall be with. them and be 
heir God.” — 


7 conquer their Vices, and with Exactneſs to con- 


form their Lives to the Rules of the Geſpel. 


And as to the outward Means and Inſtru- 
ments, God will make Uſe of to bring about this 


ws ernors, Perſons of that Character have been here- 
tofore raiſed up, 1n order to great Revolutions 
nd Alterations in Church and State. This is e- 


Aberor, and Charles the great, the Founder of the 
Þ 7 27man Empire, in former Times: And in the 


Brent 


This ſhall be the latter End of Chriſt's Kingdom 


Th By the powerful Aids of Heaven, 
Men ſhall be enabled to ſubdue their Luſts, to 


great Work on Earth, tis moſt reaſonable to ſup- _ 
2 it ſhall be ited by active and zealous Go- 


5 Widen: i in Cyrus and Conſtantine the firſt Chriſtian 


5 Eder, of Saxony firſt John and then Maurice at 
5 Le Reformation | in Germany. And at the 
Th Beginning of the Reformation i in England, what 


* 


36 An Election 8 ER MON. 


great and wonderful Things did the reſolute and 
courageous King Henry 8th bring to paſs ?— 
Much more may be done 1n England & Eis 
and all the World over, by God's inſpiring the 


Hearts of ſome Chriſtian Kings and Princes with 


Valour and Reſolution, eſpecially by adding Vir- 
tue and Holineſs to their Courage, by touching 
their Hearts with a real Senſe of Religion. Kings 
and Governors thus qualified, can under God, 

accompliſh wonderful Things. Impious and de- 
bauched Rulers are the greateſt Miſchiefs & Plagucs 
of the Earth; and accordingly it has been the 


Stratagem of Satan throughout all Ages to pro- 


cure ſuch Magiſtrates as will abet and further his 
Deſign, 1. e. who will patronize Irreligion &Vice, 
and if poſſible eſtabliſh it by Law : this has been 
the Cauſe of that Deluge of Vice and Debauchery 
which has broke into and overſpread Cities and 
Countries. But when God will vouchſafe to 
ſtem this mighty Torrent, he will ſet up ſome 
eminent Perſons in high Places, who by their 
powerful Laws as ſo many Walls and Ramparts 
ſhall effectually ſtop its impetuous Courſe. . 
High Enthuſiaſts & Fanaticks make the Reign of 
Chriſt inconſiſtent with the Reign of Kings, and 
Rule of Princes. When Fifth-Monarchy-Men ſet 
up King Jeſus, they pull down all other Kings — 
But they forget that in the ſame Place where it 
is ſaid by the Prophet, Behold a King ſhall reign in 
Righteouſneſs, meaning Chriſt and this Kingdom 


IJ am now diſcourſing of, he adds, and Princes ſhdi 


Rule in Judgment. So ſpeaks my Text: i.e Kings 
and Potentates of the Nations, under Chriſt the 


great Kind. = The 
+ Edwards Survey, Vol. II. 
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= The Monarchy of Chriſtian Princes is not in- 

W compatible with the Kingdom of Chriſt.“ And 
ſo far are we from giving any Countenance to 

the Fifth Monarchy Enthuſiaſts and their Doctrine, 

that as we firmly believe, ſo we confidently aver, 
that the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt in the Millennial 
State (of which I am now ſpeaking) ſhall be ſer 
W up and maintained by the Kings and Governours 
of the Earth; and I think we have good Ground 

for this, from Rev. 17. 16,17. where we are ex- 
WE preſly told, that thoſe who formerly gave their 
W Kingdom to the Beaſts, ſhall afterwards hate the 
eZ Whore, and make her deſolate &c.” 
= *© And this great Work ſhall be alſo advanced 
by the Help of Go/pel Miniſters, whoſe Ability, 
cal and Faithfulneſs, are as xequiſite in this great 
Affair, as of the Civil Magiſtrate. — Miniſters ſhall 
Ws diſcharge their holy Function, according to the 

Eg Chriſtian Law, ſhall make all Men ſee, that they 
make the Honour of God and Chriſt, and ſaving 
Mens Souls, the grand Deſign of their Miniſtry. 5 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters will go Hand in Hand 
towards accompliſhing that great Work of reform- 
ing the Church and the World. Zerubbabel the 
W Govcrnour, and Jeſhua the Prieſt, were joined in 
a building the Temple, and in theſe happy Times to 
come there ſhall be no Diſagreement between the 
State and the Church, — In former Times very 
great Things have been done for promoting Re- 
ligion and Virtue, by the hearty Concurrence of 
W pious Magiſtrates & Miniſters—When they have 
W acted jointly for the Advancement of Chriſt's 

& Kingdom, wonderful Effects were viſible, as in 
the Times of thoſe religious Emperors Conſtan- 


-- 
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tine and Theodoſins the elder, When Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall ſend ſuch Princes and Leaders asZerubbabel, 
and ſuch Miniſters of Religion as Feſhua,ſuchTea- 
chers and Scribes as Ezra, the Building of God's 
Houle will ſoon be finiſhed. When He appoints 
ſuch publick-ſpirited, pious & zealousGovernours 
as Nehemiah, the Walls of the new Jeruſalem will 
ſoon be built up. Such great and noble Spirits 
being ſet on work, will by the divine Aſſiſtance 
eaſily bring the Work to Perfection. Then the 
_ Goſpel will be compleatly eſtabliſhed, Chriſtiani- 
ty univerſally propagated, and evangelical Righ- 
teouſneſs will every where prevail upon the 
Earth.“ | 
And the Reformation begun and brought to: 
Perfection by Hezekiah,an eminent Type of Chriſt, 
in this glorious Diſplay of his regal Power does 
moſt graphically ſet forth in Figure, this wonder- 
ful Reformation of the Church and of the World 
in the latter Days. | 
This pious King ordered the Prieſts to cleanſe 
the Sanctuary from all its idolatrous Pollutions— 
reſtored the Altar of the Lord to its Place; re- 
moved and deſtroyed the idolatrous Altars, and all 
Monuments of Idolatry; reſettled the Worſhip of 
God, according to the Law of Moſes; renewed 
the aſual Sacrifices, and cauſed the Paſſover to be 
kept with great Solemnity ; reſettled the Courſes 
of the Prieſts and the Levites according to their 
Service; and in a Word, reſtored the ancient 
Worſhip in all its Order and Solemnity ; a full 
Account of which we have in 2 Chron. Chapters 
29. 30, 31. A moſt lively Emblem of what ſhall 
be done in the latter Times, when the Chriſtian ; 
N Church 
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: Church ſhall be reſtored to its pure State & Wor- 


ſhip, according to the Goſpel. 
It remains to ſhew, 
That Sennacherib with his Aſſyrian Army, 
was a Type of Gog and Magog, that ſhall ariſe at 


the End of the Millennium, & compaſs the Camp, 


of the Saints, or the new Jeruſalem. 
At the cloſe of the Millennium, the World again 
degenerates, and in a ſhort Time becomes very 


impious and wicked, by the Influence & Seducti- 
on of Satan, now come forth from the bottomleſs 


Pit. that Time, there ſhall be a woful Apo ſta- 


cy of a great Part of the World from Chriſtianity 
to Antichriſtianiſm; Papiſm, Mahometiſm, Paga- 
niſm and Deviliſm—There ſhall then ariſe a dead- 
1y Generation of Vipers, a curſed Increaſe of the 
molt profligate Sinners, who having ſeparated 


from the Church, will invade and endeavour to 


deſtroy it, and root out the Chriſtian Religion 
from the Earth. "_ Account of this we havein 
Rev. Ch. 20. ver. 7,8, 9. when the thoufand Years 


are expired, Satan ſhall be hoſed out of his Priſon ; 

and he ſhall go out to deceive the Nations which are 
in the four Quarter of the Earth,Gog & Magog, to 
gather them together to Battle, the Number of whom 


is as the Sand of the Sea, and they went up on the 


Breadth of the Earth and compaſſed the Camp of the 
Saints about and the beloved City, 1. e. the new Je- 
ruſalem. Tis propheſied in Ezekiel, Ch. 38, 39. 
that alittle before the Beginning of the Millen- 
nium (figuratively deſcribed in the following 


Chapter) Gag and Magog (i.e. the Turks) ſhall beſet 
the Jeu, at their Return from their Diſperſions to 


Paleſtine, with all their Force & Cavalry, and this 
e F 2 . for 
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for their Deſtruction. And the dreadful Over- 
throw of theſe Enemies of the Jews is there alſo 
foreſhewed. Soon after which that bleſſed State 
ſhall commence. 
But that Gg and Magog is quite different from 
this in Rev. 20. Ch. For this Gog and Magog ſhall 
ariſe and invade the whole Chriſtian Church, Jews 
and Gentiles at the End of the Millennium. But John 
in other Inſtances, forming his Viſion on Ezekiel's. 
Plan, as was noted before, ſo here, he takes from 
Exebiel the Names of the laſt and moſt implaca- 
ble Enemies of the Church, the Apoſtates from 
the ChriſtianProfeſſion; and ſo great ſhall be their 
Number when gathered in an Army, that they 
ſhall (as it were) cover all the Earth, and ſhall lay 
cloſe Siege to the beloved City; by which is meant 
the whole Church of Chriſt, the viſible Body and 
Society of Believers, which {hall at that Time re- 
main on Earth. 
But obſerve the tragical Cloſe of throes . 
A from God out of Heaven, and devoured theſe 
Armies of Gog and Magog, ver. 9. All which is 
repreſented in Figure by Sennackerib 8 me and 
the Deſtruction thereof. 
The Aſſyrian Army went up on the Becadgh 
of the Land of Judea. The whole Hoſt came 
up againſt theCiry,and begirtit with a clolcSiege, 
ON Deſign to take and utterly deſtroy it, and the 
Inhabitants thereof. God had promiſed that the 
King of Aſſy ria ſhould not poſſeſs himſelf of the 
City, nor ſo much as ſhoot an Arrow into it. See 
2 Kin. 19. 32. Iſai. 37,33. and fo it came to paſs. 
In the very Night after the Army fat down be- 


fore Jet uſalem (as the Tue: ſoy” in GemaraSanhe- 
| 0); 
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drin) and were ſo weary, that they made no At- 
tempt upon the City; the Angel of God went 


out, & deſtroyed the whole Army. That is, as the 


Targum faith, (which is related after the ſame 
Manner in the Babyloniſh Talmud) the Word of 


the Lord (the Meſſias) ſent Gabriel to do this 


Execution, who in the Paſſover-Night ſmote 
them with Lightning.” +. 


A very lively and illuſtrious Figure of the a- 


mazing Deſtruction of the laſt Enemies of the 


Church by Fire from Heaven,or Lightning. And 
upon the whole we ſee, that there is aReſemblance 
or Correſpondence between many of the Tranſ- 
actions mentioned in the old Te/tament,and thoſe 
which ſhould come to paſs under the new, and 


W that the Prophets when they ſpake of ſome E- 


vents near their own Times, had more diſtin& 
Views, which might reach even to the latter 
Ages of the World. 

And having conſidered and illuſtrated the „ 
condary or myſtical Senſe of our Text. 

I proceed, 

III. To conſider and iluſtrat our Text by 
Way of Accommodation. —— And the accom- 
modated-Senſe may with a Pepe be added 


to the primary and ſecondary Senſes. 


1 have conſidered the ſecondary or myſtical Senſe ; 


4 | of my Text, as the ultimate Completion of this Pro- 
WE 7/:cy— But then we are to obſerve, that thispre- 


diction (as many other of the old Teſtament) is 
not limited to one ſingle Event, but may have 


W different Views, and be capable of being fulfill d 


by ſev eral Steps and * 1 


. « In 


N 


* Patrick 8 Comment. 
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* In the Interpretation of Prophecies, that La- 
titude mult be allowed which is proper & fami- 
lar to divine Prophecies, that their Accomplith- 
ments may be both perpetual and punctual, for 
they reſemble the Nature of theirAuthor,to whom 
one Day 1s as a thouſand Years, and a thouſand 
Years as one Day. And tho' theFulneſs&Height 
of their Complement be many Times aſſigned to 
ſome certain Age or Period of Time, yet they 
have nevertheleſs certain Stairs or Scales of Ac- 
compliſhment throughout diverſe Ages of the 
World.“ } And the obſerving the Diſtinction 


between the different Times wherein theProphe- 


cies relating to the Goſpel State ſhall be fulfilled, 


_ facilitates our underſtanding the propheticalWri- Wl 


tings, and diſcovers to us a pleaſing Harmony be- 
tween the Prophecies of the old and new Teſta- 


ment, and the State of the Chriſtian Church in = 


the paſt Ages and Periods. 

My Text underſtood by Way of Accommo- 
dation, is an Application thereof in Periods and 
Times of the Goſpel, to Chriſtian Kings & Em- 
perors, who (under Chriſt) reigned inRighteoul- 
neſs, and to Princes or chief Magiltrates under 
them, who ruled in Judgment: and were as an 
hiding Place from the Wind, and a Covert from 
the Tempeſt. 

And for Illuſtration, I will name Chriſtian Em- 
- perors, Kings and Princes, who have reigned in 
Righteouſneſs, or ruled in Judgment, wh owere 
a Refuge and hiding Place to the People of God 


from the Storms of Calamities, and the Violence E 


and Oppreſſion of its Enemies. 


1 GC onſtantine 
Ba Bacon' 8 Advanc, of Learning, B. 2. Ch, 2. 
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1. Conſtantine the great, the firſt Chriſtian Em- 


peror, was eminently a King raiſed up by God, 
to perform wonderful Things for Chriſt and his 


Church, and to Him may our Text be applied 


and accommodated with an Emphaſis. 


The Chriſtian Church had been for above two 
Hundred Years aſſaulted and affliited by the 
furious Storms, and ſcorching Heat of Perſecuti- 


ons, raiſed by the Pagan Emperors, and proſecu— 
ted by the Governors of the Provinces. The fen 
== Per/ecutions of the primitive Church are famous 


in Church Hiſtory. The 7enth and laſt, began un- 


der Diocleſian and Maximian A. D. 303, and con- 
W tinued under ſome of their Succeſſors, was the 
moſt furious of them all, as well as of the longeſt 
5 Duration. In this diſmal Time, and moſt tem- 


peſtuous State of the Church, God raiſed up Con- 


Cantine to be a Protector of bis Church, againſt 


te Outrage of its Enemies, aDeliverer from her Fe! 
3 Agonies and Terrors. 


Conſtantine the Son of Conſlantius Chlorus (Em- 
peror of the weſtern Provinces) & his Wife He- 


kus a Britiſh Lady, was born in Britain.—As the 
= firſt Chriſtian King in the World (Lucius) was a 


Briton, ſo was the firſt Chriſtian Emperor. 4! © 


happy Britain (ſays Eumenius Rhetor in an Oration 


1 to Conſtantine) and bleſſed above all other Lands, 


: which didſt firſt behold Conſtantine Ce/ar— And 
in another Oration — “ Your Father Conſtantius 


did free the Britiſh Provinces from Slavery, and 


: | you have enobled them by taking thence your 
Original.“ —©Britons do juſtly boaſt of Conſtantine 


their Country-man, one among a thouſand and 


ten thouſands, who quenched the Fire, and over. 


g © 


turned 
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turned the Furnace of Perſecution, and enfranchi- 
ſed Chriſtianity through the Roman Empire.” 

No wonder that Britain is ambitions of having 
ſuch a Worthy born in her. This bleſſed Em- 
peror, marching with his Army from Gaul to 
Tta!y, tor the Suppreſſion of the wicked Uſurper. 
and moſt execrable Tyrant Maxentius, and forthe 

Deliverance of the Romans from his horrid Bar- 
barities & Debaucheries, as he was on hisMarch, 
after Mid-day, had a wonderful Viſion : He aw : 
in the Heavens a Pillar of Light in Figure like a 

Croſs, with an Inſcription thereon (in GreekLet- 

ters EN TO NIKA) In this overcome; and the 

Night following, Jeſus Chriſt appeared to him in 

his Sleep, and ordered him to make a Standard 
or Banner, like to that which appeared to him in 
the Heavens, and thereupon promiſed him Sue- 
ceſs, and Victory over his Enemies. 
Conſtantine according to the divine Command: = 
made a Standard, and put upon it the Sign of the 5 

Croſs. He gained an entire Victory over Max- 
entius, and put the Standard, as a Trophy in the 
middle of Rome. — Being inſtructed in the Chriſtian 
Religion, he embraced it, & made an open,pub- We 

| lick Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and as a Nurſing WK 
Father of theChriſtianChurch, he made many Edicts % 
in Favour of Chriſtians, & theChriſtian Religion. 
He firſt granted to Chriſtians the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, & reſtored tothem their Churches, 
and conferred manyPriviledges on them: Heex- 
| horted all his Subjects to quit Paganiſm, and em- 
brace the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt. He cauſed 

moſt of the Heathen Temples to be ſhut up, or 

_ thrown down, &enactedLaws againſt the Heathen 


Reli Sion. 
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Religion, He ordered magnificent Churches to 
be built, and endow'd them, and granted Immu— 
nities and Priviledges to the Clergy, He mani— 
feſted a ſervent & unfeigned Love to Ehriſft, and 


his Religion: He ſhewed extraordinary Kindneſs 


br the Chriſtian Church and the Miniſters of it, 
as became ſo great and good a Man: arid fo zea- 
lous was he in Chriſtianity, that his Palace re- 
ſembled a Church. He perſonally invited theMi- 


W niiters of Chriſt to him, and his Palace, & treated 


them with greatVeneration andHonour ; and by 
W Dceds as well as Words, he gave them a moſt 
W kind and courteous Reception, He made many 


= Laws from Time to Time, for the Support and 
= Emolument of the Church. He granted to all 
Clergymen and their Families, a Freedom from 


= Taxcs and Tribute; and in his Reign, and by 
bis Example & Encouragement, the Church was 


WE enriched by Gifts and Offerings. In his Reign 
WT the Church enjoyed Peace; and under the Laws 


of Conſtantine, Chriſtians being freed from Perſe- 
cution,and perſecuting Powers, had a full and free 


WE joyment of their civil Rights, and Chriſtian 


Liberties. 


Conſtantine raanifeſted a just Concern for the 
true Faith of the Goſpel, and the fundamental _ 
Doctrines of the Ch: itkian Religion; and there- 
WE fore when Afrius broached his damnable Hereſy, 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Sn of God (vz. that 
there was a Time when the Son of God did not 
exiſt, that he was created out of Nothing, and is 
od a different Subſtance from the Father) Conſbau— 


ie call'd a Council at Nice—the firſt General Cuun— 


a cil raums d of the Biops of the whole Romin 
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Empire Eaſt and Weſt. He honour'd this Coun- 
cil with his Preſence, and by his Authority & Me- 
deration, he preſerved Order and Peace. — This 
Council drew up a Creed (the famous Nicene 
Creed) in which it declared, that the Son of God 
was conſubſtantial with his Father; and ana- 
thematiz'd Arius and his Doctrine. 
Aud tho' Conſtantine was afterwards deceived 
into a good Opinion of Arius by the Jugglings, 
and Prevarications of that Heretick, and his Par- 
tiſans, yet he always adhered to the Omooll ſian 
Faith declared by the Nicene Fathers, and deteſted 
the Doctrine of Arius—Thus Conſtantine reigned 
in Righteouſneſs and his Mother Helena Au- 
guſta is celebratedby the Hiſtorians of thoſeTimes,* 
for her eminent and unaffected Piety, Zeal for 
Chriſt and his holy Religion. And as ſhe was rich 
in Faith, ſo in good Works e was the liberal Soul, 
that deviſed liberal Things; and continued 1 in Li- 
berality and Beneficence. | 


In Conſtantine and his Mother H elena,: was e- 


minently fulfilled that Prediction of the Prophet, 
Hai. 49. 23. concerning the happy Times of the 


Goſpel, when Kings and Queens gave up their 


Names to Chriſt, & ſupported the Church -A 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing F. athers, and their Queens if 
thy nurſing Mothers. It is very evident that this 
Prophecy was firſt remarkably accompliſned in 
the Favours which Con/tantine, and his Mother 
Helena ſhewed to the Church, and had. a further 
Accompliſhment afterwards in other Emperors, 
Zmpretlcs, Kings and Queens. The latterClaufe 
of the Verſe, They Hall bow — to thee with their 
Face 
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Face to the Earth, may be juſtly applied to denote 
the great Honour & Deference which theChrittian 


W Kings and Emperors ſhould pay to the Church, 
W ſubmitting themſelves to the Laws of Chriſt, and 


owning themſelves his Diſciples — but to none 
may it be accommodated and applied with ſo 
ore a Propriety, and Eminency, as to Helena 


2. 75 heodoſius the Elder, who alſo mefited the 


WE Title of Great, is renowned in Hiſtory, for his 
mighty Atchievements, & Victories overTyrants 
and Uſurpers,& delivering the Empire from their 
Outrage; and is juſtly celebrated on Account of 
bis Picty, his Zeal in the Cauſe of Chriſt, his Care 
of the Church and extraordinary Affection to the 
as Miniſters of Chriſt. He was famous for his Or- 
Ws thodoxy in Religion, and called the ſecond General 
Council, at Conſtantinople, againſt Macedonius, who 
denied the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. Which 
Council, in their firſt Canon confirmed the Nicene 
Creed. and Anathematiſed the Arian & Macedo- 


nian Hereſies. Theodoſius is illuſtrious, and his 


Memory precious for his perfecting that good 


Work began by Conſtantine againſt Heatheniſm. 


Conſtantine was not able fin ilh ſo mighty and 
arduous an Affair, as th 52 ion of Paganiſm; 
but that idolatrous Nerd n was quite expelled 


K Theodoſins A.D. 3yo. after which Tim it was 

| never publickly maigtained in theRomanEmp ire. 

He purged Rome from pagan Superſtition, K Ido- ep 

latr v, and gave Orqer that all pagan Sacrifices and 

| Feſtivals ſhould be -boliſhed, and the Statues and 

— ck of the Gods, broken inPieces; and the pagan 

e of Scrapis at Alexandria } in Egypt, which 
e To 5 remained 
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remained to that Time. and had been ſo famous 
in the World for the Statelineſs of its Structure, 
and Solemnity of its Worthip, was by the Empe- 
rors Command, utterly deſtroyed. Thecdsfrus 
reigned in Righteouſnek, and was a Covert from 
the Tem pelt,as Rivers of Waters for Re! reſhment 


85 


v oa King GEORGE is "lineally defcendec ) 
Grandſon of Egbert the Founger of the Engl, ſh 


Monarchy, and the firſt anointed King in Bri- 
7a11,is one of the moſt famous Kings in allHiſtory, 


or his Wars and Victories, for his Adminiſtration 
uſtice, his Learning & Religion. He fo diſ- 

0 gc all the Offices of a King, & of a Chrittian, 
as perhaps no One in any Age can be found ſo 


eminent. Imuſt account bim (human Frailties 
excepted) a verſed Character. England may 


boaſt of an A fred, as Britain of a Conſtantine. 


In his Reign the Danes invaded England, and 
he was to his Subjects a Covert from the Daniſh 
Tempeſt, and as the Shadow of a great Rock in a 
weary Land. In all Battles he was preſent every 
where, ſtriking Fear & Terror into the Hearts of 


his Enemies, and givin---w Courage to his own 
Men. He tore % - -poſe his Breaſt to the 


Swords of the Enem alone would reſtore 


the Figbe when his Army was ready to flee,and 


by his own Example, he corftrained | is Soldiers! 
10 repel the inſulting & purſusg Pagans. Fiſty- 
f it Battles he fought again! * 1e Danes by Sea 


and Land, and of theſe eight in one Day : And 


by 10 n Courage and Conduct, he ſo 
afflict and worried his Encmlcs,tho' they came 
5 in 


e (A wal) King of England (from 
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in freſh Numbers upon him, that they were forced 
to give up what Hoſtages he demanded, and ſub- 
mit tro ſuch Conditions as he thought fit to im- 
WE poſc—And that theſe are no Flourithes, the uni- 
rerſal Conſent of Hiſtorians bears Witneſs : All 
celebrate him as an Heroe,and by an unparallel'd 
Example tax him with noVice.—And tho' Egbert 
is generally accounted the firſt Monarch of the 
gs Englith Saxons (our Anceſtors) yetin Truth, he 
= only mark'd out or began what was perlected by 
bis G rand fon Alfred. | 
= He was admirable in the Adminiſtrarian of 
Juſtice, wherein to relieve the poor & giſtreſſed, 
be travelled Night and Day through his King- $ 
dom; for belides him, the People had in a 

sene no Protector. There was ſuch Partiality 
aunong the inferiour Judges of the Land, that 
the King was perpetually troubled with Appeals 
from their Deciſion of Cauſes, into which he ſo 
= ciloentl; enquired, that allVillany was ever bro't 
= to Light. If he found his Judges unſkilfol, he 
4 gravely admoniſhed them, and in Caſe they did 

not improve in Knowlege of Justice FREY were 
to loc their Places, 


3 


The King himſelf being the ſuperiour Judge 

(not only as to Authority but Adminiſtration of 
BS }:tice) took Care that his People ſhould be fur- 
I 1 nithed with able Minifters: He alſo provided 

tem with good Laws, and for the better Go- 
vernment of the whole Englith Nation, brought 
up ſcreral laudable Cultows, which continue to 
1 this Day: oy 
1 As 
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As to his Learning, he was the Wonder of his 
Age He had a vehement Deſire after Knowlege: 
and by reading Night and Day, or hearing ſome 
learned Men, he had a thoro' Knowlege of Books, 
and ſuch Improvement did he make, that he be- 
came an excellent Grammarian, Philoſopher, Rhe- 
torician, Hiſtorian, Muſician, & Poet: And he was 
a perfect Architect, and Geometrician; and that 
Learning might flouriſh in the Land, he laid a 
Foundation for the Improvement thereof amon 
his People: He founded a School at Oxford (ſince 
a famous Univerſity) for training up Youthin the 
liberal Arts, and endow! d it with a Part of his 
Revenue. 
As to Religion, he excell d more than | in W 
ing. He made a Vow to dedicate to God, 1 
ſ>lemn Meditation & Prayer, the one half of bis 


Time, except the Time of Sleep and neceſſary 
| Refreſhments, 


1 cloſe with a ſummary View of him, by 1 


learned Antiquary & in this Exclamation : - 


O Alfred, the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment 


of all Ages! — If we reflect upon his Piety 
and Religion, it would ſeem that he had never 
gone out of a Monaſtery — if on his Warlike 
Exploits — that he had liv'd no where but in 
a Camp — if on his Writings and Studies— WE 
that he had ſpent his whole Life in a Univerſtiy — ME 
and laſtly, it we conſider his Admii iftrati»n of 
the Affairs of his Kingdom and Subjects, one 
would think, that his whole Time had been em- 
ployed in nothing elſe but enaQting. Laws, and 
promoting Juſtice 1 in his nene — = 
* Sir Henry Spelman, | = 


Ws Behold here in oy fred, a King that Reigned in 
=E Righteouſneſs. | | 


Henry Earl of Richmond, afterwards the ſe- 


FE venth of that Name, King of England, mult not 
be paſſed over in Silence. — This mighty Prince 


at the Invitation of an affrighted, afflicted and 


BE diſtreſſed People came over from Britany,and by 


me Bleſſing of God, delivered the Nation from 


£7 the Outra ges of that molt cruel Tyrant, & bloody 
WT Caitiff Richard, who had murdered his own 
1 Nephews, and uſurped the Crown. The Battle 


5 on the Plain of Boſworth is famous in theEngliſh 


BE Chronicles, & the compleat Victory obtained by 


the young Heroe over the infamous Uſurper. In 


5 theField of Battle, he kneel'd down & gave Thanks 
to Almighty God for this ſignal Favour.—-In him 
WT concentred the royal Saxon or Norman & Britiſh 


Lines ; 


X | j Sir RichardBlackmore | in his Prize abe B. 5. introduces King 


ter deceas'd, appearing to Prince Arthur in a Dream----- 
repreſenting to him the moſt illuſtrious Perſons who ſhould 
ſucceed hum, with their Characters, and the Revolutions i in 
their future Hiſto | 
« See Alfred thee, all ſhall his Praiſes ling, 
A pious Soldier, and a humble King. 
Hero and Bard, able in lofty Verſe, 
His own great Dole. and Triumphs to rehearſe. | 
Rever'd by all, while his reſiſtleſs Arms, 
Shall to their Coait repel the Daniſh Swarms, 
Amidſt the Seas, ſwept by his potent Hand, 
Thoſe northern Locuſts, leave th' afflicted Land. 
Then his wiſe Laws, and Diſcipline ſhall N 
Unpoliſh'd Manners, and rough Nature ſooth. 
On the fair Plains, where lis? limpid Streams, 
Haſte to th' Embraces of delightful Thames. 


This mighty Prince ſhall a fam'd Empire found, 


Where Science with unfading Lawrels crown'd, 

With all her ſacred Arts and letter'd Train 

In ſtately Schools ſhall unconteſted reign. _ ; 
Black, P. Artur, 
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Lines; for byOwenTudor (4 Theochre) his Grand- 
Father, a Welchman, he deſcended in a right Line 
from Cadwallader the laſt King of PBr:ta/y 700 


Years before. And to this Henry Tudor is by 
ſome applied, what is ſpoken by uch hes to E eas, 


concerning Auguſtus : 
Hic Vir, Hic eſt, tibi quem promitti ſepints audit. 
This, This! is he, the Man whom thou haſt heard 
— ſo often promis'd. F 
For it had been foretold to Cadwa!lader, that in 
aſter- Times his Race ſhould ſet upon the Throne; 


and King Henry VIch plainly foreſhewed that he 
fhould be King, even when he was a Child, He 


Joined the two Roſes in one, 1.e. united the con- 


tending Houſes of York and Lancaſter, by marry- 
ing Elizabeth eldeſtDaughter of King Edward 4th. 
He laid the Foundation of uniting the two King- Wl 
doms of England & Scotland under one King, by 
giving his eldeſt Daughter Margaret, in Marriage 
to James 4th King of Scots, from whom deſcend- 


ed our King James 11t of feat Bre. He ma- 
nifeſted his Regard to the Church, by emplo ing 
Bilhops Morton & Fox, and his Chaplain U r/wike, 


in the greateſt Part of his Negotiations. He put 
an End to all Civil Mode and ſettled the Nation 


An 


£ < Our Blood the Royal Channel now regains, 
Deriv'd thro? our brave Offspring Tudor's Veins, 
Which with the Norman join'd, the confluent Tide 
As long as that of Time, mall downward glide: 
From their Embrace, to rule Britannia, N 
A glorious Series of puiſſant Kings. 
Ses the firſt Tudor, who rever'd thall reign 
After the n Deed on Beſworth's Plain. 
He ſhall the Sceptre ſway with great Applauſe, 
And Sue the le with wile and equal Laws, 
5 BLACKM, P. gur. 
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i. Ein Peace. He with his Parliament, enacted ex- 
ce cellent Laws, in particular one for Admiſſion of 
o poor Suitors at Law (in FormaPanperis) without 
paying Fee to Attorney or Clerk. 

17 As he Was reputed an Oracle in his Time, ſo 
his Parliament was treated by him as his Oracle, 

bor in all Matters of Importance, he would aſk 
d weir Advice, and he ſometimes put even his Pre- 
orogative into their Hands; which is to me an 
in Evidence of his great Wiſdom. The City of Lon- 

e; ME: was his Paradiſe, for what good Fortune ſo- 
he ever befell him, he tho't he enjoy'd it not, 'till the 
Ie Citizens were made acquainted therewith. — He 
n- reigned in Righteouſnels, and to England he was 
y. cminently as a hiding Place from the Wind, a 
h. ME Covert from the Storn m, as Rivers of refreſhing 
g- Waters, and as the Shadow of a great Rock ina 
by WT cry Land., - Hy 
ge 6. Queen Elizabeth ſhines among the potentates 

d- of England, with the brighteſt Rays. She was 
ba- the Wonder of her Age, the Glory of her Sex, 
ng 55 and the greateſt crowned Head of Britain, from 
ke, EKing A7red to King William the Third. She de- 
ut livered England from Popery, and bloody Perſecu- 
on tion, and re- eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant Religion.— 
in By the Bleſſing of Heaven with her Wiſdom, and 
Magnanimity, and the Courage and good Conduct 
of her Sea- Captains, ſne ſaved the Nation from the 


a Invaſion, in which the Proteſtants were 


marked out and doom'd to utter Deſtruction.— 

Iller religious Reſpect to God in the Defeat and 
Ruin of the Spaniſh Fleet was apparent, when im- 

5 — thereupon, ſhe came into the City, at- 
ended with the Nobility, as it were in Triumph, 
„51 e and 
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and in the Cathedral of St. Paul, in a moſt hum- 
ble Manner, gave Thanks to the Almighty, in 
the great Congregation, —She ruled over theNa- 
tion in Righteouſneſs, and her Princes or chiet 
Magiſtrates in Judgment; ſhe had always a wile 
and faithful Council, and her great Officers were 

excelling Patriots, Lovers of the Nation,and ever 
ſeeking its Proſperity and Peace. She was the 
Protector of Holland from the Rage and Fury of 
that execrable Tyrant Philip of Spain, and by her 
powerful Aids, the united Provinces were eſtab— 
liſhed a flouriſhing and happy Republick.— She 
ſo held the Sceptre, that her Subjects regarded her 
as the kindeſt Mother: The neighbouring Prin- 
ces eſteemed her as the wiſeſt Queen; her Ene- 
mies feared her as a righteous Avenger, and the 
whole Chriſtian World with Admiration beheld 
her as the Preſerver of the Peace of Europe. She 
has been juſtly compared with Auguſtus for the 
Length and Felicities of her Reign.— Let her 
Name never be forgotten by Britons, by Login 
men. Her Memory 13 bleſſed.“ 
6. James the th "of Scotland, and firſt Monarch 
of Great- Britain (in whom were united the Royal 
B, i 50x21, Norman, and ee Houſes) makes 
* © There ſee, Eliza does 1 appear, 

Enlight'ning with her Beams the Britiſh Sphere. 
The indulgent Mother of her People, ſhe 

Shall love and feed Britannia's Family. 

Heav'n's and her People's Rights the ſhall protect 

And for her Kingdom's Eaſe, her own neglect. 
Her Sons ſhe ſhall defend with pious Care, 

And from her Coaſts drive back th' [z:rian War. 


Blcfs'd Times, when the that wears the e Crown 
Regards her People 5 Safety as her OWN. 


B. Ack Mu. P. Arthur, 
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a2 grand Appearance, by his Grand-Daughter Se- 
W 7/7 (the moſt accompliſhed Princeſs in Europe) 
as the great Progenitor of the illuſtrious Princes 
of Brunſwick-Hanwer, and Brandenburg-Prufſia, 
the Protectors of the Proteſtant Nations, and the 
nurſing Fathers of the Proteſtant Churches. 

= True Proteſtant Calviniſts behold him as a De- 
135 ſender of the Faith, zealous in the Cauſe of the 


tue Religion, againſt the Blaſphemies and mon- 


ſtrous Doctrines of Vorſtius the Socinian, whom 
che Arminian Faction in Holland had procured to 
ſucceed Arminius as Profeſſor of Divinity at Lo- 

en. He powerlully interpoſed to ſave both State 
and Church from the Ruin threatned by that fa- 
gnatick and tumultuous Cabal. 

: By this King's repeated preſſing Inſtances, 
joined with Maurice Prince of Orange, the States- 


General at laſt agreed to call a National Synod, 
and to invite all the Reformed Churches to fend 


WW Dcputics to it—which brought forward the re- 
W nowned Synod of Dort, at which were preſent 
famous Calviniſtical Divines by the King's Ap- 
pointment to repreſent the Church of England. 


74 + Erneft 4 Duke of Hanover, Brunſwick and Lunen- 
5 burg, created the qth Elector in 1592 (deſcended from 
Henry 11d, King of England, by Maud his eldeſt Daughter, 
married to Henry Duke of Saxony, by which, the illuſtrious. 
Houfe of Hanmer is of the Royal Blood of England, as 
| wel on the Father's, as on the Mother's Side) married 

Saß dia, Daughter to Frederick Vth. Elector Palatine and 
King of Bohemia (by Elizabeth only Daughter of King James 
1; of. Great Britain) and Mother to King George I. of Great 
Britain. Frederick Elector of Brandenturg, and the firſt King 
of Pruſſia married the Siſter of King Gezrge and Daughter 
of Sophia, His Son and Succeſſor married the Daughter of 
King George I. and Siſter of King George II. Alatber to the 
preſent DG of Pruſſia, 
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In this Synod the Five Articles of Arminius and 
the Books of Vorſtius were condemned: The 
Belgick Confeſſion of Faith, and the Palatine Ca- 
techiſm were approved—And the States-General 
giving their Sanction to the Canons of the Synod, 
the Arminian Faction was broken, and Peace re- 
ſtored and eſtabliſhed both in Church & State 
And King James (by the Bleſſing of Heaven) was, 
to the Dutch Calviniſts, a biding Place from the 
Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt of Arminian 
2 Fury. „ But-L aten, 5 
7, Ton xamethatilluſtriousHeroWillan- Hem, 
Prince of Orange | 

This, 
„ eee 1 5 The great Deliverer 


Dluſtrious Milliam, yonder he's in Sight, 
In whom Nafovian Blood, and Our s unite. 


<c Anda now intent on that oreat Monarch gaze 
So much diſtinguiſh'd by his brighter Rays: 
This is the Man, This the Naſjovian, whom 
_ I nam'd the brave Deliverer to come: 
Succeeding Prophets under your great Nate. 
This our bright Offspring ſhall aloud proclaim 
Rais'd from a noble Branch of Tudor's Line, 
From Thamiſis tranſplanted to the Rhine. 
Ages to come, amaz'd will ſcarce believe, 
The generous Deeds this Leader ſhall Atchieve. 
He ſhall outſhine his own Heroick Race 
Europe's Protectors, he thall Tyrants chace. 
And Monſters vanquiſh with Herculean Toil, 
And from their bloody Jaws extort the Spoil. 


The nie Warrior's firſt prevailing Arms 

Shall free his Country from the Gaul's Alarms. 

Who oft ſubdu'd with reeking Streams of Blood, 
Shall now augment fair Moſa's red'ning Flood. 

And now with flaughter'd Heaps deform the Rhine, 
And Wirk ſex ange Purple ſain the generous Vine, Wo * 
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This, this the Man, the great Naſſovian Prince, 
Offspring of Heroes, deſtin'd to reſtore 
The Golden Age in Britain ———- 

Hic Vir, hic eſt-- 


Princeps Naſſavius, Divi Genus, aurea condet 
Sæcula 


When his Birth under many and great Diſad- 


voantages is conſidered; who could have thought, 


that he was born for the Preſervation of Euro e, 
and the Proteſtant Religion? His whole Life from 
twenty Years of Age, was one continued Gn 


paign againſt Popery and Tyranny.“ 


Louis of France, and Charles of England, con- 
federated in 1671, to enflave Europe, and intro- 
duce and eſtabliſh Popery in England,and Holland, 


and the other Proteſtant States ; & the next Year, 


the French King with a great Army,invaded the 


Netherlands, and came down to Utrecht like a 


Land-Flood, and ſoon poſſeſs' d himſelf of three 


Provinces. This ſtruck a univerſal Terror into 


the Dutch ; but God raiſed up this glorious Prince 
to ſtem the Torrent of the raging Waters. With 


Wiſdom and Vigilance above his Years, and a- 


mazing Courage & Preſence of Mind,he oppoſed 
the Enemy's Foree, obtained Victories, retook im- 


portant Places, & in a ſhort Time recovered all, 


drove the French out of the Provinces,and forced 5 
them to evacuate and give up all their Conqueſts, 


and ſo the whole Face of Affairs was changed. 


At length the ſuffering Britons ſhall invite, 
The fam'd Deliverer to aſſert their Right: 
And with his Arms the Tempeſt to repel, 
Which, threat'ning Albion, rolls from Rome and Hell. 
Then Liberty her drooping Head ſhall rear, 


And bleſs' dReligion on Ber Throne appear. 5 57. P 4 . 


This 
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This was the Beginning of the Fifth Criſis, 
brought on the whole Reformation, or the critical 
Time for the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties. 

It was but the Beginning, for Europe was in the 
Agitations of this Criſis forty Years ; i. ſe. till the 
Peace of Utrecht And here I will take Occa- 
ſion to giveſome brief Account of the other four. 


1. The firſt Criſis was—whenCharles 5th. Em- 
peror of Germany, by defeating John Duke of 


Saxony, and the Landgrave of Heſſe, and getting 
them into his Hands, had ſubdued the Smalcaldick 


League, in which the Strength of the Proteſtants 
did then conſiſt: upon that Defeat all ſubmitted 


to the Emperor. 


Maurice now made Elector of Saxony, at the 


Head of the Imperial Army, at laſt reſolved not 
to ſee the Ruin of Religion, & Liberty, fell ſo ſud- 


denly and unexpectedly with his Forces upon the 
Emperor, that he was very near having ſurprized 


and taken him at 1n/pruck, and ſo overturned all 


that Deſign, upon which the Emperor had been 
labouring for many Years, vz, deſtroying the Þ 
Proteſtant Religion and Liberties— This brought 
on the Treaty of Paſſau, and a Peace thereupon | 
between the Emperor, and the Proteſtant Princes 
and States, whereby the free Exerciſe of Religion 
was ſecured to the Proteſtants; and ſo that Criſis 


! over. 


. *The ſecond Criſis was towards the End of 
hs Reign of Queen Mary, when the Proteſtant 
Religion ſeemed almoſt extinguiſhed in England, 
and theCardinal of Lorrain,chietMiniſter of France, 


and Cardinal Granvel of Spain deligned a Peace 


between the two Crowns, that their Maſters 


Henry 
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Henry the 2d, and Philip 2d. might be at Leiſure 

to extirpate Hereſy, as they call it, i. e. the Pro- 

teſtant Religion, which was then ſpreading in 

both their Dominions. But after they had form- 
ed their Scheme, Queen Mary died, land was ſuc- 
cceded by Queen Elizabeth in England; and ſoon 
aſter that the French King was accidentally kil- 
led, and that Kingdom fell under a long Conti- 
nuance of a Minority, viz. Charles the 9th, and a 
civil War on Account of Religion ; and the Ne- 
therlands felt from thence and from Queen Eliz- 


abeth, ſuch Encouragement that they made the 
longeſt and braveſt Reſiſtance againſt the Power 


of Philip, that is to be found in all Hiſtory; ; and 


* Criſis ended.“ 


The Third Criſis ot the 1 began 


in 1 130 5, and laſted three Years.— The Catholic 


League (fo called) of the Papiſts in France, was 
fomidable for a Time to the Proteſtants ; the 


Prince of Parma was victorious in the Nether- 
lands; the Prince of Orange was murdered,and the 
| States fell under great Diſtractions, & Spain entred 
into a Deſign of invading England, & dethroning | 


Queen Elizabeth, and putting the Queen of Scots 
in her Stead : In order to that, the King of Spain 


Was for ſome Years preparing the greateſt Fleet 


that the World had ever ſeen, which came tobe cal- 


led the Invincible Armada; and with the Diſap- 
pointment & Ruin of that Fleet, this Criſis went off. 


4. The Fourth Criſis came on in the Reign of 


Ferdinand 2d Emperor of Germany, and King of 
Bohemia — His Government was ſevere in that 
Kingdom, and he reſolved to extirpate the Pro- 
teſtants, and began to break through the Privi- 


gs 
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leges that were ſecured to them by the Laws of 
the Kingdom: This occaſioned a general Infur- 
rection, which was followed by an Aſſembly of 
theStates, who depoſed him, and offered deere 11 
to Frederick 4th Elector Palatine, who accepted it, 
depending on the Aſſiſtance of his Father: in- La v 
James King of England, | which if he had afford- 
eq, here was the moſt probable Occaſion that had 
been, or has yet been offered ſince the Reſorma- 
tion for the full Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant 
Religion in Europe, 
The Engliſh Nation was much inclined to 
ſupport Frederick, but he had an invincibleAver- 
ſion to War, and was ſo poſſeſs'd in Belief of a 
Divine Right in all Kings, that he could not bear 

that even an elective and limited King ſhould be 
called in Queſtion by his Subjects, ſo he would 
never acknowlege his Son-in-Law,nor give him 


any Aſſiſtance for the Support of his new Dig- | 


nity ; and Holland was very backward in giving 
Aﬀſtance.. Frederic being beaten by the Empe- 
ror's Army near Prague, was drove out of his 
new Kingdom ; the Palatinates, his Patrimony 
or Hereditary Dominions, were taken from him, 
and ſo he and his Wife and Children fled to the 
States of Holland, for a Place of Reſidence. 
Againſt the Imperial Army (which was ſent 
into all Parts of Germany to diſtreſs it) the Circle 


i of Lower Saxony did arm it ſelf, under theKing 


of Denmark their General, but he received a great 
Overthrow by Tilly the Emperor's General, and 
thereupon the whole Power of the Proteſtants 
Was broken —The Emperor was ſo elevated with 


Succeſs 
t He married Elizabeth only Daughter of King James, 


* 
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Succeſs, that he did not Queſtion, but for the ſu- 
ture to be abſolute in Germany, and with that 
View publiſhed a Proclamation, enjoining the 


Proteſtants to reſtore to the Catholicks all ſuch 


Church Lands or Revenues, as were taken from 


them ſince the Peace made at Paſſau, and under 
this Pretence he hoped quickly to ſubdue the 
reſt of the Proteſtant Princes. Indeed the Pro- 
teſtant Princes entred into a defenſive Alliance at 
Leipfic, but without any great Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs, if young Guſtavus Adolphus King of Sweden, 


had not come to their Aſſiſtance— This King 


came with an Army into Germany,and drove the 
Imperial Forces out of Pomerania, and the neigh- 
bouring Countries, and having after wards joined 
his Forces with thoſe of the Elector of Saxony, de- 


feated Count Tilly in the memorable Battle near 


Leipfick, when the Emperor at one Stroke, loſt 
all the Hopes he had conceived from the happy 
Succeſs of his Arms for twelve Years before: 
From thence Gu/tavas marched on to the Rhize, 
where he made almoſt miraculous Progreſſes— 
And tho! in a Battle afterwards he loſt his Life, 
yet his Army was victorious over the new Ar my 


raiſed by the Emperor under Welleſtein. 


After his Death, the Generals & Confederates b 
3 on the War under the Conduct of Oxe 
ſtiern, Chancellor of Sweden, with good Succeſs, 


and carried the War into the Emperor's Here- 


ditary Countries, which brought on a Treaty at 
O ſnaburg, and a Peace was concluded between the 
Emperor and the Swedes, by which the Autho- 
rity of the States of Germany, and the Proteſtant 
Religion, were eſtabliſhed at once, and the Empe- : 


> ror's 
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ror's Power confined within ſuch Bounds that he 
could not eaſily afterwards attempt any Thing a- 
gainſt either of them; and fo this Criſis paſſed 
over by the Bleſſing of God, on that mighty Hero 
Guſtavus, and his victorious Army. 

And the Fifth Criſis which I touched befor 2 
began in 1672, when Louis and Charles contede- 


rated to ſwallow up the united Provinces, to 
maſter England, to demoliſh Proteſtantiſm both 
in Evgland & Holland, to paye the Way for the 
Extirpation of that Religion through all Europe, 


and for eſtabliſhing Popery. 


This Criſis, as 1 "aid, continued in Agitation 
forty Years—The glorious Prince of Orange broke 
Louis's Meaſures, and overturned his Schemes for 
that Time; yet not many Years after, the Criſis 


roſe again, viz. in 1685; when Louis recalled, 
and vacated the Edict of Toleration of the Pro- 
teſtants, as he had been for many Years before 


 weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt in Kae to 


prepare for this fatal Stroke. 


The Year Eighty-five, muſt ever be remem- 


| bred as the moſt fatal to the Proteſtant Religion. 


In February King James II. of England declared him- 
ſelf a Papiſt, and went openly to Maſs. In une 
Charles the Elector Palatine (Grandſon of Fredi- 
rick) whoſe Father Charles Louis had been reſtor- 
ed to the Lower Palatinate & Electoral Dignity) 
dying without Iſſue, the Electoral Dignity went 
to the Houſe of Newburg, a moſt bigotted popiſn 


Family. 


In Oober the King of 3 theEdict 
of Nantes, and in December the Duke of Savoy | 


by the Perſwaſions or Threats of the Court of 
Fr. France, 
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France, recalled the Edit that his Father had 
granted to the Vaudois ; fo it mult be confeſſed, 
that this was a very critical Year. And at this 
Time was the Height of the Fifth great Criſis of 


the Proteſtant Religion in the Opinion of Biſhop 
Buruet.* 


l King of France let looſe ſome Bodies 
of Dragoons to live upon the Proteſtants at Diſ- 
K ction, who were put under no Reſtraints, ex 


cepting Rapes and Murder. This was begun in 


Bern, and foon after the ſame Method was pur- 


ſued in Guienne, Languedoc and Danphine, where 


the greateſt Number of Proteſtants were; and 
not only the Dragoons, but all the Clergy and 


the Bigots of France, broke out into all the In- 
ſtances of Rage and Fury, againſt all Proteſtants 
that did not change, upon their being required 


in the King s Name, t be of his KO; for that 1 


was every where the Style.“ 


Men and Women who would not yield, were 


not only ſtrip'd of all they had, but kept long 


from Sleep, and driven about from Place toPlace. 
Women were thruſt into Nunneries, where they 
were half ſtarved, whip'd & barbarouſly treated. 
Multitudes of Proteſtants were baniſhed theKing- 


dom by publick Edict, and great Numbers were 
chained to the Gallies, and the publick Exerciſe 
of the Proteſtant Religion ſuppreſs'd throughout 


all his Dominions And upon the whole, here was 
one of the moſt violent Perſecutions that is to be 
found in Hiſtory, and has been compared to the 
Tenth Perſecution of the Primitive Church, under 


Dioclefion.” 


4 Hiſtory of his 4 Tins, 
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And I cannot but account it a Specimen or 
Pattern of the Slaughter of theWitneſles foretold 
in Rev. 11. 7, 8. by which I underſtand the kil- 
ling or baniſhing all the Miniſters and other e- 
minent Confeſſors of Chriſt and his Religion, and 
the entire Suppreſſion of the publick Exerciſe of 
the true Chriſtian Religion throughout Chriſten- 
dom for three Years and a half; and in this Per- 

ſecution of the Proteſtants in France, we may 
have ſome Idea of what will then befall all the 
Proteſtant Nations and Churches. But to return, 


Popery ſoon grew rampant in our Nation, and 


King James proceeded with an uncommon Zeal 
and Application to advance the Roman Intereſt; 
Britain was then in greater Danger than erer 
before; the King being in League with Louis, 
and having one of his own Kingdoms of his own 
Religion — The Forts and Caſtles were in the 
Hands of Papiſts, and the Army under popiſh 
Officers. The Romiſh Worſhip was ſet up in ſe- 
veral Places of the Nation, and even in its great 
Metropolis, Fe/uits, thoſe Frogs of the My tical 
Egypt (Father Petre and his croaking Company) 
were in the King's Chambers : Monks & Fryars | 
appeared publickly in theirHabits : The Engliſh 
Laws were trampled upon, and England was 
ſtrip'd of their Rights and Immunities. — In a 
Word, Hell & Rome were Day & Night at work 
to add the finiſhing Stroke, to what had been 
1o long contriving. 
For the Succour of the moſt diftreſſed and 
affrighted Nation, God raiſed up a Deliverer, this 
glorious Prince of Orange, and in Conſequence of 
his ee to as baus — Fames's Abdi- 
ä FRY . 
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cation—the ſetting the Crown on the Head of 


the Prince and Princeſs of Orange ; and the Re- 


duction of Ireland, the Nations were for that 
Time ſaved from Popery and Slavery. 


But the Criſis roſe again in the Beginning of 
1 this Century. | 


In 1700,the abdicatedKing James diedinF rance, 
and the French King cauſed the pretendedPrince 


of Wales, to be proclaimed with great Solemnity, 


King of England, Scotland and Ireland,and therein 


his Deſign was evident enough. 


And a little after in the ſame Vear Charles the 


Second of Spain died (without Iſſue) and by his 
Will (real or forged) the Duke of Anjou ſecond 
Son of the Dauphin was made his Succeſſor to 


the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, contrary to the 


Treaty of Partition: And upon his declaring that 
he accepted of the Will, he was proclaimed, ſa- 
luted and treated as King of Spain, and thereupon 
he went to Spain, and took Poſſeſſion of his new 

Kingdom. 

And immediately French Troops were ſent t 1 
take Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Netherlands. This 

unexpected Event threw a dark Cloud over the 

Face of Affairs in Europe. Frauce was now poſleſs'd 
not only of the Netherlands, but of the wholespan- 

iſhMonarchy too, & there with of all the Riches of 
America, —And the Scheme of Louis for an uni- 

verſal Empire, and the Extirpation of what he 
call'd the Northern Hereſy was again viſible in 


erecting. 


England was diſarm'd and divided ; | Holland 
was encompaſſed by the French Power ; theEm- 


8 ire was Wake becauſe disjointed, and t . i 
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of Chriſtendom were brought to as dangerous a 


Criſis, as could eaſily be imagined. 

The vigilant King William was active & buſy 
in oppoſing the Deſigns of France, and perfected 
an Alliance between the Emperor, England and 


Holland, and before his Death projected the who/e 


Scheme of the War, that became abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of Europe: And'tis well 


known, that in the Reign of Queen Anne,by the 
wonderful Succeſs of the Arms of the Allies un- 
der the valiant Eugene and Marlborough, that aſ- 
piring Monarch Louis 14th, was humbled & bro- 
ken- And that long Criſis came to a full Period, 


at the Death of Louis 14th ; and when the great 
Elector of Hanover fat on the Britiſh Throne. 
The Appearance of King GEORGE, as of the 


Sun in his Strength inſtantly diſpell'd the Mitts, 

ſcattered the Clouds, and diſſipated the gloomy I 
Terrors, and filled the Hearts of true Proteſtant | 
Britons with Joy, as the Light of the Morning 

when the Sun riſeth,even a Morning without C Hude. 15 


King GEORGE I. (of bleſſed Memory) was our 


Protector and Defender from Jacobite Outrage, 
and popiſh Tyranny — And our gracious Sove- W 
reign now Reigning, GEoRGE II. isastheLight | 


f our Eyes, and the Breath of our Noſtrils : GOD 
hath ordained a Lamp for his Auointed, and pon him- 


eff ſhall his Crown 12 


And nov to cloſe this Section, "which was an 
Accommodation of my Text to the Prince of 
Orange, the glorious KingW1LLIam,T willonly 
add, © That this great Man mult be conſidered - 
by us Proteſtants, as raiſed up by God to reſiſt 

the Power of France, and theProgreſs of Tyranny 
and Perſecution, = 2 T he 


GS .=, 
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The Series of the Five Princes of Orange, 1 


ended in him, was the nobleſt Succeſſion of He- 
roes that we find in any Hiſtory, and the thirty 


Years from 1672, to his Death in which he acted 


ſo great a Part, carry in them fo amazing Steps of a 
glorious & diſtinguiſhing Providence, that in the 
Words of David,he may be called theMan of God's 
right Hand, whom he made ſtrong for himſelf,” * 
It may be ſaid with great Propriety in the ac- 


commodated Senſe of my Text, that King William 
reigned in Righteouſneſs, | and was as a hiding 


Place from the Wind, and as a Covert from the 


Storm of War & Per ſec ution—as Rivers of Waters 
in a dry Place, as the Shadow of a great Rock i in 


a weary Land. T- 5 4 
* Burnet's Hiſtory, Vol. 2. 


„All the Circumſtances of the illuſtrious Life of our Prines 


(i.e. the Prince of Orange, King William III.) ſeem to have 
conſpired to make him the Check and Bridle of Tyranny 


for his Mind has been ſtrengthned and confirmed by one 


continued Struggle, and Heaven has educated him by Ad- 
verſity to a quick Senſe of the Miſeries & Diſtreſſes of Man- 
kind, which he was born to redreſs : In juſt Scorn of the 


trivial Glories, and lightOſtentations of Power, that glorious 


Inſtrument of Providence moves in a ſteady, calm, and 
filent Courſe, independent either of Applauſe or Calumny, 
which renders him if not 1n a political Senſe,yet in a moral, 


a Philoſophick, an Heroic and a Chriſtian Senſe, an abſolute 
Monarch : who fatisfy'd with this unchangeable, juſt, and 
ample Glory, muſt needs turn all his Regards from himſelf 


to the Service of Others; for he begins hisEnterprizes with 


his own Share in the Succefs of them; for Integrity bears in 
it ſelf, its Reward, nor can that which depends not on E- 


vent, ever know Diſappointment. 

With the undoubted Character of a glorious Captain, and 
Chat he much more values than the moſt ſplendid Titles,) 
that of a ſincere and honeſt Man, he is the Hope and Stay of 

— an univerſal Good, not to be engroſſed by us only, 

for diſtant Potentates implore his Friendſhip,and injur'd Em- 


"pires court his Aſſiſtance, NF K. Steele ChriſtianHero. 


57 publiſh'd 1751. 
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I have now conſidered & illuſtrated my Text 
in Accommodation to ſeven great Perſonages (if 
King James the Firſt may be admitted, by the 


Courteſy of England.) And to theſe I will add, 
. A mighty Man, and the Proteſtant Hero, 


5 mother Prince of Orange; Charles Frederick the 
preſent King of Pruſſia, + ſprung from noble An- 


ceſtors, zealous Proteſtants and Caly nts, and true 


Patriots. 


Frederich-Milliam Elector of Brandenburg (and 


Father to the firſt King of Pruſſia) who deceaſed 
in 1688, had ſet it up for a Maxim, that theEle&to- 
ral Families in Germany had weakned themſelves 


fo much, that they would not be able to main- 
tain the Liberty of theEmpire,againſt theAuſtrian 


Family, which was then riſing by theirVidtories 
in Hungary—He obſerved that the Houſes of Saxe 
and the Palatine, and of Brunſwick and Heſſe had 
done this ſo much, by the diſmembring ſome of 
their Dominions to their younger Children, that 


theſe Houſes were mouldring to Nothing, he 
therefore reſolved to keep all his Dominions en- 
tire in one Hand This he thought would make 


his Family the Balance to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
on whom the reſt of the Empire muſt depend. f 


This Paſſage is very remarkable, and worthy 
of particular Obſervation. 


It was of God, that F rederick-IWilliam had ſack | 


Sagacity and Foreſight ; and 'tis apparent that 
by the Bleſſing of God, in Conſequence of his 
wiſe Conduct, his Family is, in leſs than half a 


Century 


i His Titles are . Frederick by the Grace of GOD King 


f Pruſſia, Margrave of e dara of Orange &c · 
4 Bur nei s Hiſt, Vol. 8 
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Century, become the Balance to the Houſe of 


Auſtria, and the great Bulwark of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Liberties in Germany. 

His great Grand- ſon C harles- Frederick was able 
in the laſt preceeding War, to give Law at the 
Head of a mighty Army, to the Empreſs Queen, 
to the King of Fraxce, andthe other contending 
Powers of Europe. 


And in the preſent War, by the Divine Aid, he 


has cut off one Head of the grand Confederacy 


againſt him, Auguſtus King of Poland, and Elector 
of Saxony, — This mighty Man, this illuſtrious 
Prince is the moſt renowned of the Age,for Wiſ- 
dom and Valour, for Religion & Virtue, and the 
greateſt and moſt valiant Leader of Armies in our 
Times, next to Charles 12th King of Sweden, who 

(in my Opinion) was greater than Alexander and 
Cæſar for martial Skill and Proweſs, nor does the 

Battle of Pultowa, which ruin'd all his Affairs, | 


leſſen the Hero. 


GOD has raiſed up the King of Pruſſia to exe- 
cute his Will, for He has a terrible Work in do- 


ing among the Nations. 


This glorious Potentate lives, and wars, and 
triumphs in the midſt of numerous and potent 
Enemies — The popiſh Confederacy for the Ruin 
of the Proteſtants: is formidable : It is indeed a 
ſtrong Confederacy of Auſtria and Bourbon, till now, 


never united. 


And this muſt be accounted the foxth greatCriſis 
of the Reformation, when the proteſtant Religion 
and Liberties are in a very dangerous Situation; 
and yet, to me, it does not hitherto appear ſo 


dangerous A Criſis as the fifth and laſt preceed- 
K ing 
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ing—How much higherit may riſe,and how long 


Europe and America ſhall be under theAgitations 
of it, we cannot foreſee or foretell without the 
Spirit of Prophecy. 

God only foreknows the Iſſue of the preſent. 
Wars and Commotions that are among the Nati- 


ons of Europe. 


If T could believe that the fourth Vial Gall be 


poured out (i. e. the grand Supports of the Papacy 


removed) before the Slaughter of the Witneſſes, | 


I might ſuppoſe that it is now in pouring out by the 


King of Pruſſia, but ſeeing (as appears to me) the 


Slaughter of the Witneſſes ſhall precede that Vial, 


which will come to paſs at or about the End of 
their Prophecy or the 1260 Years, the pouring 
out the Vial muſt be ata great Diſtance from our 


Times — And according tomy ſmall Knowledge of 
Scripture-Prophecies concerning the future State 
of the Church, I cannot think that any qe < 
ble Prediction is now in the fulfilling : 1. e. in a 


ſtrict and proper Senſe of the Prophecy, Nor do 


I ſuppoſe, that any great Revolution in Europe 
will enſue the preſent War, or any great Change 


in North-America. At the End of the preſent. 


War, this ſixth Criſis may go off, as others before, 
without any remarkable Alteration i in the Face 
of religious Affairs, whether opiſh or proteſtant. 


The next or ſeventh Criſis may iſſue in the 
Slaughter of theWitneſſes, (i. e. the total Suppreſſi- 


on of the publick Exerciſe of the true Religion &c.) 


and not many Years after, Rome Papal will fall, 


and in due Time the Millennium will commence. 


In the mean Time, and in the preſent gloomy 


and pe e State ot Things, let the proteſtant 


Nations 


/ / He 3 1 


Him— Let us know and remember, that when 


all the Sluices are opened, and the Flood-Gates 


broken up, ſo that we expect nothing but to be 


over-whelmed, God can raiſe up ſuch Banks,and 


Ramparts, as ſhall keep out the raging OY 
and reſtrain their Violence, 


Indeed it is told us Proteſtants, that France is 
confederate with Auſtria,& ourHeart is moved 
but let us not fear for the tuo Tails of theſe ſmoak-_ 


ing Fire- Brands God is our Refuge & Strength, 


a very preſent Help in Trouble, therefore let 


us not fear, tho' the Waters of the Sea roar, and 


be troubled, tho' the Mountains ſhake with the 
Swelling thereof, there is a River, the Stieams_ 
| whereof ſhall make glad the City of God: God 
is in the midſt of her; ſhe ſhall not be moved; 
the Lord of Hoſts 1s with us, the God of Jacob 


is our Refuge. 
Having now finiſhed the JoRtingl Illuſtration 


of my Text, I ſhall make Application in a Word 
[Of Inſtruction, reſpecting civil Government in ge- 


neral— the Britiſh Government in particular — 
and the Priviledges of Government in thisProvince 


byRoyal CHARTER under the Smiles of our gra- 


cious Sovereign And ſhall then cloſe with par- 
ticular Addreſſes. 


I. Let us improve our Text teſpecking civitGo- 


vernment in general, &duly acknowlege thedivine 
Goodneſs in ordaining Magiſtracy among Men. 
Indeed God Almighty, the ſupreme Lord of 


Man, has not himſelf inſtituted a civil Govyern- 


ment among other Nations, as he did over the 
Nation of Iſrael ; and the political Government 
"> 1 
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Nations and Provinces look to God and truſt in 
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of that Nation by Divine Inſtitution wholly 
ceaſed, when its national State was utterly bro- 
ken, and their Commonwealth demoliſhed—Nor 
has Jeſus Chriſt the mediatorial King left any 
deſigned Plan or Model for the political Govern- 
ment of Chriſtian Nations—Nor doth God him- 
ſelf name and appoint the Perſon who ſhall hold 
the Sceptre, in any Nation of the World, as he 
did to the Ifraeliciſh Nation in the Perſons of Saul 
and David, and others afterwards ; nor has God 
appointed any particular Perſons, in any Nation, 
to make civil or municipal Laws or Statutes ; 
nor has he named, nor does he name the Judges 
that are to interpret the Laws, and put them in 
Execution; and yet the Apoſtle Paul ſays, that 
there is NO Power but of God, the Powers that be, 


are ordained of God, Rom. 13. 1.—* The Powers 


he there ſpeaks of muſt be the RomanEmperors, 
and thoſe that rul'd under them; for he wrote in 
that Time, when Rome was the Miſtreſs of the 
World, and to ChriſtianaLaang; in the Metropolis, 
Nome herſelf.” —* Now theRomanEwperors then 
in Being were not in ſtrictneſs of Speech ordain- 
ed of God, but were elected by the Roman Ar- 
mies, or choſen and conſirmed by the Senate.“ 
And hence Dr. I/hitby (on that Text) makes this 
clear Inference, “ That an immediate Appoint- 


ment or Deſignation of the Perſon by God can- 


not be neceſſary, to render any Prince, God's Or- 
qinance“ “ And though it be granted that God 
has made a general Appointment or Ordinance, 


in the fifth Commandment, or by a Law of Na- 


ture,requiring that all Nations ſhould have ſome 
Government placed over them, yet no individual 
20S Perſon 
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Perſon can claim a Right, to be the higherPower 
in any Nation, more than others, nor are the Peo- 
ple by it, tied to vield Obedience to this: Man, 
more than that— This therefore cannot be ſuffi- 
cient to make a Man the individual Perſon, who 
is God's Ordinance, in Reference to ſuch a Na- 


tion. —lIc remains therefore that this Authority be 


conveyed to this or that individual Perſon or Fa- 
mily, by Compact, Conſent or Choice of the Per- 
ſons governed, that ſuch a Perſon or Family ſhall 
have the ſupreme Authority in ſuch Nation. It 
therefore mult be ſuch a Choice, Conſent or Con- 


tract, that renders any Perſon the Ordinance of 
God to ſuch a Nation. And this is what Men 
call a legal Right or Title to the Crown, i. e. a 


Title by the Laws & Conſtitutions of theLand.”F 
And this is the Baſis of the Eſtabliſhment of 


Royalty in the Houſe of Hanover, viz. by theRe- 


preſentative of the Nation in Parliament. And 
King WILLIAM our great Reſtorer, had a clear 


Title to the Britiſh Crown by the Choice & Con- 


ſent of the People in Parliament, which is indeed 


the only good Title of all lawful Governments ; 
and fo both He and his Succeſſors to our preſent 
King GEORGE the Second, have the Title to the 
Crown more fully and lenny” than any Prince 

in Chriſtendom. = : 


But then, as mutual Conſent and Contract 5 


make two Perſons Man and Wife, and yet Matri- 
mony is God's Ordinance, and the Power of the 

Man over the Wife, and of the Wife over the Body 
of the Huſband is from God —and as among us 
En England) one beconies a Maſter, and another 


A 
4 Main: 8 Annot, 
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a Servant by Conſent and Covenant, and yet the it, 
Maſter hath from God Authority over the Ser- of 
vant ; ſo here the individual Perſon becomes the ¶ w 
higherPower, by the Conſent, the Choice orCon- in 
tract original or actual, of the Community, but ¶ wv 
yet the Power he exerciſes in that Station is of E 
God the Fountain of all Power, and he acts in R 
that 1 not as the Miniſter of Man, but of tc 
Sod. pe 
And 10 at this Day: a King reigns in Britain, i 
and Princes or chief Magiſtrates under him rule tt 
by the Ordinance and Appointment of God, and . E 
under Jeſus Chriſt the mediatorial King, into E 
whoſe Hand all Power and Authority is commit- t 


ted by the Father, for the good of the Church.— p 
And hence by him (the eſſential Wiſdom of the V 
Father, as himſelf ſpeaks in Prov. viii. 15, 16.) a 


_ Kings reign and Princes decree Juſtice, by him tl 
Princes rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of a 
the Earth.— t 


This Ordinance of God is well adapted to ſerve 
excellent Ends & Purpoſes of good to Mankind— 
Hereby the juſt Rights and Properties of Men are 
ſecured, and good Order preſerved—And this is 
one great End of political Society and Govern- 
ment, and hereby the true Religion is maintained, 
for advancing the ſpiritual and eternal Intereſts 

of Men; but I would not be underſtood to inſinu- 
ate, that the trucReligion of Jeſus cannot be ſup- 
ported on Earth, without the Countenance of the 
Magiſtrate and human Laws.—The Church of 
Chriſt is founded on a Rock, and the Powers of 


Hell hall not prevail againſt it ſo as to overthrow 
it, 
C1 2 Ibid, : 


* Bude Ecel, Hiſt, Gent, Ang). Lib, 1. Cap. 4. 
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it, even though it had no outward, or Protection 
of earthly Powers.—And the Chriſtian Religion 
was maintainedin the World from the firſt found- 
ing of theChurch for almoſt three hundred Years, 


8 without the Support of human Laws, or Chriſtian 
Emperors & Kings, Britain only excepted, where 
King Lucius (the firſt Chriſtian King in the World) 
towards the latter End of the ſecond Century, 

protected and cheriſhed the Britiſh Churches, by 

his Government & Laws.“ But excepting him, 
there was not any Chriſtian King or Emperor on 
Earth, 'till Conſtantine the Great; and molt of the 
Emperors before him, were profeſs'd Enemies to 


the Chriſtian Religion, and with Rage and Fury 


perſecuted theProfeſſors of it And yet theChurch - 
was upheld, the holy Religion of Jeſus preſerved 

| and propagated ; and it was faid, the Blood of 
the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church— And 
afterwards when the true Church was under the 
terrible Perſecutions of the papal Antichriſt, yet 
being founded on a Rock, it was not demoliſhed, 


it weather'd out all Storms & Tempeſts.—But all 


this notwithſtanding, it muſt be acknowleged as 
a great Favour and Smile of Heaven, when the 
great Powers of the Earth turned Chriſtian, or 
openly appeared for the Protection & Eucourage- 
ment of the Chriſtian Religion; a ſpecial Favour, 
when God raiſed up Kings the nurſing Fathers, 


and Queens the nurſing Mothers of the Chriſtian 
A f 


When Kings & Emperors turned to be Chriſti- 
ans, they were in a Senſe Vicegerents of Chriſt, 


s 


who is the Head of the Church, and the Prince 
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of the Kings of the Earth, Rev. 1. 5, Under 
Chriſt the mediatorial King, who reigns in Righ- 
teouſneſs over the Church, earthly Princes pro- 
feſſing his Religion rule in Judgment, and are 
to the Church as a hiding Place from the Wind, 


and as a Covert from the Tempeſt of Perſecution ; 
a Refuge of Defence from the Rage andViolence 


of wicked Men. And under Jeſus Chriſt the 
great King, Chriſtian Princes who underſtand 


their Duty, uphold the true Religion, maintain 


the true Worſhip of God,and preſerve theChurch 


in the Enjoyment and Exerciſe of her Chriſtian 
Rights and Liberties — And this Ordinance of 
Goa being fo well adapted to ſerve ſuch excel 


lent Ends and Purpoſes, let us acknowlege the 


_ Goodneſs of God in the Ordinance of Magiſtracy 
on Earth. Il proceed 


II. To make Application of our Text reſpect- 


ing the Britiſh Government in particular, and the 


nappy Eſtabliſhment thereof. 
1.) Let us thankfully obſerve the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Parent of Heaven to our Nation and Land, 


in ordaining for them fo happy a Conſtitution of 
civil Government, fo well | adapted to anſwer the 
| Ends of the Magiltracy. * 


The 


6 The grand northern Hive, (from which have iflued thoſe | 


mighty Swarms of Goths, Vandals, Saxons, Angles, Franks, 
Huns, Danes and Normans, which ſubdued all the weſtern 
Parts of Europe) has been ſtil'd by ſome Authors Offcina 
Gentium, the Shop of theNations ; and might with as much 
Juſtice have been called Officina Libertatis, the Shop of Li- 
berty. For wherever thoſe People ſettled, they eſtabliſhed 
a Government of Liberty, and ſhewed themiclyes. to be 
greater Maſters of the great Secret of governing ALL by ALL, 
than thoſe Nations that had given them the opprobrious 
Name of Barbarous; and as they were all Joint- Adventurers 
” = W 
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The Britiſh Conſtitution is a mix'd Govern- 
ment or bounded Monarchy — The ſupreme 
Power of Great Britain, conſiſts of the King, the 


y Nobility, and the Repreſentatives of the People, 0 
called the Commons — Theſe are the three Bran- — 
ches of the higheſt Power in the Nation, Who —— 
. make Laws for the Government of the Nation; i 
> and the putting theſe Laws in Execution, is in | 
! the Hands of the King, who for the impartial Ad- | 
\ miniſtration of Juſtice, erects Courts and appoints i 
1 Judges and other Court Officers under them for — 
this Purpoſe. And the King and his Officers are 4 
f obliged to Rule according tothe ſettled & known | 
3 : „„ __ Laws 1 
8 in their military Expeditions, ſo all had a Share in their ci- 1 
* vil Government, and the Lands they conquered. For they y 
FEA choſe their General and great Officers, to conduct them in | 
the War (which great Officers were a Council of War to Mi 
5 the Generals in leſſer Matters, but in Affairs of greater Im- 5 
EC. portance, they aſſembled the whole Army, and conſulted FF 
with all the Soldiers or People under' their Command. * 
—_—_ When they came to be ſettled in Peace, the Lands of the „ 
L conquered Country were divided; the General had his 1 
| q : y s , 0 : . «| 
45 Share, the Officers their's, and the Soldiers or People their's. , 1 
of The General became their Prince, and when he died, ano- A 
e ther was choſen to ſucceed him by a general Election. The | 
great Officers were now his Council of State in leſſer Matters, A 
wy as they had been before, his Council of War; but in great q 
e Affairs, and Matters of Weight relating to the Publick, all 5 
oe. the People were aſſembled, and adviſed with, in the Manner 0 
cs, they had been during their military Expedition. Theshares ; 
rn of Lands given to the Officers were afterwards called Baro- 1 
Bo nies, and thoſe given to the Soldiers, Feuda, or Fees. _ # 
ch Wherever theſe northern Nations ſettled, they eſtabliſhed | 
x a Government, framed out of Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and q 
os Democracy. France, Spain, Italy, and Britain, had all a 
be this Sort of Government, which is no other than a li- 4 
. mited Monarchy, tho' Britain is the only Nation in the 1 
us. World that til] retains it. The Founder of this incompa- 4 
ers rable Sort of Government very well knew, that Monarchy, „„ 
in „„ 75 when 
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Laws and Statutes of the Nation. *— And every 
Man has the Privilege of being tried by hisPeers, 
as we ſay, or Equals; and therefore Juries are 
choſen from among the People, appointed and 

58 5 ſworn, 


when corrupted, degenerates into Tyranny; that Ariſto- 
cracy, (i. e. The Government of the Nobles) being cor- 
rupted, turns into an Oligarchy; (i. e. Government by a 
few, or a ſmall Number) and that Democracy (i. e. the Go- 
vernment of the People) was liable to Tumults and Confu- 
ſions: and therefore to avoid the Danger, that might ariſe 
from either of them ſeparately, compoſed the moſt exact 
Scheme of Government out of them all, and which in our 
Language is called King, Lords and Commons. Each of 
theſe have their proper Spheres to move in, and whilſt they 
continue within them, the Government is eaſy, and the Con- 
ſtitution ſafe; but if the Motion of any one of them inter- 
feres with that of the other, the whole Frame is out of Or- 
der, and the Conſtitution immediately falls into Convulſions, 
and without wiſe and ſpeedy Applications, muſt expire in 
an Apoplexy.---In the happy Iſland of Britain, which well 
deſerves the glorious Name of the Capital of Liberty, the 
Property of the meaneſt Subject is ſo ſtrongly guarded by 
Law, that a moderate Fortune here is infinitely more va- 
| Juable than the higheſt Honours, and greateſt Riches, a 
Subject is capable of attaining in any Country of the World, 
where the Will of the Prince, (and not the Safety of the 
People) is the ſupreme Law.-------= _ 55 
But though in Great Britain only, the ancient, generous 
and manly Government of Europe ſurvives and continues in 
its original Luſtre & Perfection, and is a moſt exact Scheme 
of Politicks ; yet it may be endangered by any one of the 
Branches of the Conſtitution invading the Province of the 
other. And if hereafter this Nation ſhould fo far loſe its 
Virtue, as to have its Lords and Commons become baſely 
ſervile and mercenary, there will not be wanting evil Mini- 
ſters, who will adviſe the Prince to lay hold of the Oppor- 
tunity to purchaſe from them their Liberty, and bribe them 
PR CT, fe rl 
* „The King at his Coronation does ſolemnly promiſe, and 
ſwear to govern the People of England, and the Dominions 
thereunto belonging, according to the Statutes in Parlia- 
| | e 0 ment 


* 
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ſworn to bring in their Verdicts on Caſes before 
them, between Man and Man, according to Law 
and Evidence.—And excepting the common In- 
firmities of human Nature, impartial Juſtice may 


be expected i in general to be dealt out in Court | 


Proceſſes. 


And by this Conſtitution every Member of 
the State is treated in ſuch a Manner as is 


moſt rational, moſt equitable, and moſt con- 
ducive to the publick Good And this Govern- 


ment requires no unnatural and unjuſt Precau- 
tions, to ſupport it, but in it's own Nature tends 


to it's own Preſervation. . 
It is ſo far from requiring Art or Violence to 


ſupport it, that both theſe are needful in order. 


to diſturb it—-There is nothing in this Conſtitu- 
tion (in it ſelf conſidered) violent or oppreſlive, 
bur every Thing is founded on Reaſon & Juſtice. 


All underſtanding Men will become its Guard, 
becauſe they ſee they cannot poſſibly have any 
Intereſt to makeit otherwiſe—and its Excellency 


is viſible in this that notwithſtanding the Lux- 
ury and Corruption of the laſt hundred Years, 


yet the Form of Government is ſtill ſubſiſting, and 

is ſeen to anſwer the Ends of Government. In- 
deed it cannot be ſaid that theBritiſh Conſtitution _ 

prevents all Inconveniencies ; ſuch a perfect Go- 
vernment is not to be expected on Earth, but this 
is certain, that theſe Evils are better guarded a- 


) 


ment agreed on, and the Laws and Cuſtoms of the ſame, and 
to his Power to cauie Law and Juſtice in Mercy to be execu- 
ted in all his Judgments; and io the utmoſt of his Power to 
maintain the Laws of God, the true Profeſſion gf the Goſpel, 


and the proteſtant reformed Rel) gion as eſtabliſhed by Law.” 
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gainſt, or more eaſily remedy'd under this Conſti- 
tution, than under any other. And 'tis norheto- 
rical Flouriſh,but an honeſt plain Truth, that the 


Britiſh civil Government is the beſt Conſtitution 
and Eſtabliſhment that is now on the Face of the 
Earth. |—Molſt certainly every one will readily 


grant, that 'tis unſpeakably better than that of 
Hrance, and ſeveral other Kingdoms of Europe, as 
Well as the Turkiſh and Eaſtern Governments, 

where their Kings and Emperors have a deſpo- 


tic, i. e. an abſolute arbitrary Power over the “Lives, 
Liberties and Eſtates &f their Subjects, and ſo the 


Condition of the People in all thoſe Countries, is 


properly ſpeaking a State of Slavery — wherethe 


Will of the Prince is the Rule & Law for the go- 
verning of his People—Whercas according to our 
Conſtitution, the Britiſh People are in a State of 
Liberty; 1. e. under a legiſlative Power, eſtab- 

liſhed by Conſent in the Common-wealth or 
Kingdom, ang not under the Dominion of any 


Will, 


＋ « It is a mix d Gaerne "DOR; is Monarchy, the firſt 
and beſt Form of ruling the People, according to the Judg- 
ment of Plato and Aristotle“. Here is Ariſtocracy, that is, the 
Nebles and chief of the Natien have a Share in the 5 


vernment, which was approved by Moſes, and by the moſt e- 


minent Lawgivers of Greece, as Licurgus and Solon.---Here is 
Democracy, that is, a popular State, wherein the common 


People rule by their Repreſentatives: All our Laws are 


:ade by the common Conſent, as in the famous Common- 
_ wealths of Athens and Rome. The Britiſh Government is 
made up of all theſe, and reſembles that of the wiſe Lacede- 
moutans, which was a mixture of King, Nobility & Populace, 
for the Ephori were choſen out of this laſt. This is the Na- 
ture ot our Government, and is certainly more eligible than 
ary unmixed ſimple Species of Government. Here the Ex- 
cellencies of all the individual Models of Ruling meet toge- 
ther and conſpire, the Prerogative of Kings, the Dignity of 
Nob! es, the F rivilege of the Feople,” 
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Will, or the Reſtraint of any human Law, but 

- KS what that Legiſlature ſhall enact according to the 

e Truſt repoſed in it. 4 

1 It is the happy Freedom of Britons, of Eng- 

e ME liſhmen under Government, to have ſtanding 

y Laus to live by, common to every one of the 

f WE Community, and made by the legiſlative Power 

s erected in the Nation, as was before hinted. — 

s, ⁵ And under this happy Conſtitution, and the Ex- 

J- ecution of theſe Laws, Liberty 1 1s preſerved, Pro- 

S, perty is ſecured, Order is maintained, and above 

E all, the true Religion is upheld and promoted, to - ; 
is the Glory of God, the Honour of the bleſſed Je- } 
E ſus, and the ſpiritual Felicity of all honeſt Pro- | 
J- ſeſlors of Chriſtianity, | 
Ir II. Let us moſt gratefully obſerve the wondet- h | 
of ful Appearances of a gracious God for theſe Na- f 
D- tions, in preſerving to them this excelling Con- # 
Jy ſtitution of civil Government, and ſaving them 4 
y from Tyranny, Slavery and antichriſtian Dark- j 
Il, neſs. Many a Time has the Lord delivered his g 
rſt People when in Danger of ſudden Deſtruction, F 
0 and has cauſed Light to ſhine out of Obſcurity. | 
* It will ſuffice, if I go no further back than the | 
e- Reign of King James the Second, who ſet up his i 
a Will and Prerogative above theLawsof theLand, ; 
SER and endeavoured to overturn the whole Conſti- 5 
n- tution ; and upon the Diſſolution of the old eſtab- J 
2 : liſhed Gov ernment, to introduce an abſolute deſ- 4 
ce potick 9 
Ja- 4 TheKing of England governs hisPeople by politick Power, 4 
ran which is a mix'd Power, and therefore he cannot make his 1 
x- Will his Law, he cannot alter the Laws of the Kingdom as 4 
ge- he pleaſes, becauſe his Power is mix'd and limited.“ Sir 3 
of Im For 1 de Laudibus _ Angliz, 1 


r 
— 


* 


. 19 2062p 


"ns 7 WC ro en ˙U———. Wm Or neg yur — 


ww : 


4 ——«„„ͤ%& . —— 
92 


OY 
——-——— — 


_—_— — — 4 — 


— 


N ” 5 * — 
1 - « ” N — 1 — *— * _ . 3 
— - 5 * — 4 . > - 1 : . A OY 5 2 1 = , 24 — - 
.  — — — — 4 5 IS * 2 *. - * 3 — 4 — a 
I ** * * md Ws * , 0 no > . , "EC - — "JPY a wo, _—_ — 9 CIC = - V__ y= 2 I — 1 
* — — — — — ON 


. . 
= N ein 
CET DIESER CLASS 


. * * SS 3 


——— — 


* 
— 


"SS fo 5.5 HS EMT ef 7 us 
<< Ya _ © „ *. 8 _ 2 * * 
_ 4 - 


* 
« - og. 


— ' — 1 -— ä 
NN — 2232 2 r 


s 
2 Eon 2 


% 


82 An Eleclion 8 E R MON. 


potick Power, in Imitation and according to the 
Pattern of Louis 14th of France, and therewith. 
to bring in the popiſh Religion, ſo well calculated 


for an Agreement with arbitrary Power in the 


State, under a Prince wholly Jeſuited, and under 


the Influence of Bigotry to the Romiſh ns Rem 


almoſt without a Parallel, 
But lo! in the midſt of Diſtreſs andPerplexity 


of the Britiſh People, God raiſed up a Deliverer, 


the Prince of Orange, afterwards the glorious 


King WILLIAM, the great Reſtorer of the Eng- 


liſh Conſtitution, and under God their Saviour 


from Slavery and Popery. 


God ſuddenly broke the Schemes, diſappoint- 


ed and blaſted the Deſigns and Stratagems of 


France and Rome for our Ruin. And on the 


Prince's Arrival, the golden Phantoms of un- 
bounded Rule and Sovercignty that had ſo long 
glittered in the King's Eyes, diſappeared in a 


Moment, and he found himſelf ſtanding on a 


frightful Precipice, and the Support that bore him 
broke under him. The happy Revolution ought 


never to be forgotten by Proteſtants, Britons, and 
Tranſmarine Engliſh. 


The Nations were delivered from an arbitrary 


popiſh King and jeſuitical Counſels; and from 
the Hazard of having a ſuppoſititious Heir of the 


Crown impoſed on them, and educated in the 
Romiſh Communion, to the Ruin of their Reli- 


gion and Property. 


And in the Reign of this our great Deliverer 


and Reſtorer, the Succeſſion of the Britiſh Crown. 


was ſettled in the Houſe of Hanover, the parlia- 
mentary Eſtabliſhment of the Succeſſion i in that 
illuſtrious 


r po 
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illuſtrious F amily, to the Excluſion of all Papiſts, 
tho' nearer in Blood, was the Conſequence of the 
happy Revolution. 


And this indeed is an undoubted and indiſpu- 
table Title, being done by the whole Legiſlature 


of a wiſe and free proteſtant People, jealous of 
their civil Liberties, and highly regarding the 


Protection of their religious Rights, as proteſtant 
Britons. —And from that Time forward the an- 
cient good and wholeſome Laws and Statutes 


were reſtored for the publick Weal. And the 


Nation being recovered to a State of Freedom, 


did by their Parliaments make uſe of their Liber- 


ty, to make ſuch other Laws, and take ſuch other 
Methods as were moſt proper to preſerve them 


from ſuch Dangers in Times to come. And 


moreover the Nations were delivered from aRem- 
nant of Popery, that ſtuck ſo long to them, viz. 
Perſecution of proteſtant Diſſenters, by the A& of 


Toleration, which till ſubſiſts, and God grant it 
ever may continue in full Force, according to the 
true Intent & Meaning thereof, whereby all Pro- _ 
teſtants are at Liberty to worſhipGod, according N 

as they are perſwaded in their Conſcience is moſt 


agreable to his Will, without fear of being ruin'd | 


in their Perſons or Eſtates by any Faction promp- 
ted thereunto by the Court, and without Hazard 


of having any Party of Proteſtants join with Pa- 


piſts to overthrow the eſtabliſhed Church for pri- 
vate Intereſt.” Nor ſhould we overlook the for- 
mer and late Deliverances granted by our God 
from the popiſh Pretenders both Father and Son. 
This, this is an unſpeakable Mercy — For woe, 
woe to the Britiſh Nations and Plantations, if 
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ever the Preveatler; or any of his Race gets Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Britiſh Throne. But we truſt in God 
who hath delivered, that He will yet deliver us, 
that the King, the Prince, the whole Royal Houſe, 


with the Nation, may joy in the Strength of the 


Lord, and greatly rejoyce in his Salvation. 
TI go on, 
III. In Application of our Text to this Pro- 


vince, and the civil Government thereof, as a 
Branch of the Britiſh State and Empire. Let us 
with deep Attention conſider its peculiar Privi- 
leges by the Royal CHARTER, and the Smiles of 
our gracious Sovereigns, and let us acknowlege 
the divine Goodneſs in preſerving to us our ex- 


cellent Conſtitution. —— 


This People have been favoured. in fore 


Times with excellent Governours, or chief Com- 
manders, by the tender Care of our nurſing Fathers 


and nurſing Mothers—among whom a Dudley, a 
Belcher, and a Dummer, cannot be forgotten; 
Gentlemen of Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs, in 


the Adminiſtration of Government—of Religion 


and Virtue, and memorable for their great Re- 


gard and Affection to the Miniſters of Religion. 
Mr. Dummer will be remember'd in the Land, 
ſor his moſt prudent, righteous and mild Conduct 
of the public Affairs, ſo happy for the Province, 


and ſo pleaſing to the People. He retired from 
the Government to a private Life, with a Temper 
and Behaviour ſo ſuitable to a Soul that is raiſed 
above the World, and the Honours of it, to a de- 


vout Contemplation on heavenly Glorics.—In his 


advanced Age, he has the Comfort in Reflection 
of having ſerved his Go p, Ri Kin 8 & his Country, 
with Integrity. „ 
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We cannot be unmindful of the Smiles from 
the Throne in theAppointment of ſo diſtinguiſh'd 
and accompliſh'd Gentlemen as Mr. Addington, 
and Mr. Willard, to the very important Place of 
Secretary. Mr. Secretary Addington was famous 
in his Day for. Wiſdom, Probity and Fidelity in 
the diſcharge of the public Truſt.—And the Name 
of Mr. Secretary Willard (the good Secretary) is as 
the molt fragrant Ointment. «+ The Fame of his 
good Deeds, his long and faithful public Services, 


remains after he is dead, and he will live in a good 
Report. His Continuance in the Secretary's Of- 


fice forty Years, and in all that Time managing 
the Affairs under his Care, not only without Error 
and Fault, but with univerſal Applauſe, is with- 


out a Precedent, and cannot but raiſe our Admi- 


ration. nn wp oneneſs Ws 5 
He was a Chriſtian of a true primitive Spirit, 
an Iſtaelite indeed, without Guile, and a ſhining Ex- 


ample of Piety and Virtue. This excellent Ser- 


vant of God is deceaſed and is it not our Duty 


to embalm his precious Memory ? And can thoſe 


who for many Tears were acquainted with his 
eminent Graces and moral Endowments, refrain 


dropping a Tear on his Grave ? ———O Boſton ! 


thy Beauty is faded—the Lord hath taken from 
thee—the Judge, the Prudent, and the Ancient, the 
Honourable Man, and the Councello.— Help Lord, 
for the godly Man ceaſeth—and where is the Mar 
to be found among you to fland in the Gap? 

Bleſſed be God, our Eyes ſee one of a like Spirit, 
Piety and pure Converſation, by Royal Appoint- 


ment, repairing the public Breach. And Mr. Se- 
cretary Oliver excelling in Prudence, Uprightneſs, 
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and unblemiſh'd Virtue, will obtain the juſt Re- 
wards of his faithful public Services. 
But to return from this Digreſſion, for which 


J aſk Pardon, if I have offended. 


As we have in Times preceeding been bappy 
under wiſe and good Governours, fo we hope to 
be thus happy in Times coming. 


Our good and gracious King has given us a 


freſh Mark of his Royal Favour, in appointing 


Mr. PowNa Lt to the chief Seat of Government, 


at ſuch a Day as this,— — 


Your Excellency | in your great Goodneh, will. 


permit me on this public Occaſion & Solemnity, 


to gongratulate you as the chief Prince among the 


Princes of the Province, truſting in God, that you 
will rule in Judgment under King GEORGE, who. 
reigns in Righteouſueſi that under Gop and the 


KINO, you will be as a hiding Place, and a Refuge 


from the Storm, in the preſent tumultuous and tem- 


peſtuous State——as Rivers of Waters in a. dry 


: Place as the Sedo of a great Rock in a weary Land. 


We render our hearty Thanks to God the ſu- 
preme Governor among the Nations, that he has 


directed the KI NG to a Gentleman of ſo greatCa- 


pacity for Government. Though with the aged, 


by long Experience, there is Wifdom ; yet God 
giveth to the youngMan alſo, Knowlege &Diſcre- 
tion. Elibu, though inferior in Years to Job and 


his three Friends, yet appeared much ſuperior to 


them all in Underftanding, in a right Knowlege 
of God, his Attributes, Providence and Govern- 
ment of the World oral we W the Under- 


an 


* 
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ſtanding of an Elihu will appear 1n all your pub- 
lic Conduct, 


LY 


1 All civiliz d Nations and Countries have ex- 
by preſſed their Senſe of this ; that Governors and 
„ Men in Authority ought to be Men of good Ca- 
1 pacity and Knowlege, When our Saxon An- 
9 ceſtors gave the Name of Kozing (by Contraction 
5 King) that is, a wiſe Man, to their ſupreme Magi- 
n ſtrate, they taught us, what was a neceſſary Pro- 


perty in crowned Heads, which is alſo a neceſſa- 
| Ty Qualification in Governors & Magiſtrates un- 
der them. The Emperor Marcus Aurelius (An- 
toninus Philoſophus) had very often in his Mouth 
that Saying of the great Philoſopher Plato, that 
then indeed Common- wealth would flouriſh, auhen Phi- 
loſophers reigned, when Rulers were ſkilled in Phi- 
bfophy.* Such an one was Marcus himſelf, and 
ſuch was the Character of ſome of his Predeceſſors, 
as Auguſtus, Titus, Adrian, and Alexander Severus. 
And fome of his Succeſſors, Conſtantine the 
Great (as appears by his very learnedOration to 
the Convention of the Saints) and Theodoſius the 
| Elder, andCharles the Great—all good Rulers, as 
well as learned Princes.-——And therefore may 
we not hope for great Felicities under the Go- 
vernment of a Gentleman of polite Literature, - 
d in the liberal Arts, and a Philoſopher, ——- 
v are perſwaded ſuch an one will fayour Learn» 
ing, and ſmile upon Men of that Character. 
The Character of a true Philoſopher takes in 
religious Endowments, & moralVirtues, in which 
we ſhall behold you no common Example—Apd 
n 8 n 
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a generous public Spirit i is alſo a conſtant Com- 
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panion of true Philoſophy and therefore we be- 


lieve, you will aim at the common Good, and 


eſpouſe the public Weal. The true Philoſopher 
prefers the Advantages of the Community, before 


his private Intereſt. 
The Emperor Alrian's Motto is an excellent 


one for Rulers (Non mihi, fed Populo) not for my 


felf, but the Public, i. e. the Welfare of the People 
muſt be my chief Aim z which well agrees with 


that Preface or Head to the Laws of the twelve 


Tables—(/alus Populi ſuprema Lex eſto) — Let the 


Welfare of the People ve efteemed the higheſl Law— 
which muſt have a een Power over all 
Laws. 


A true philoſophical Soul only, is fit for pub: | 


. lic Employ ment, and Government. 


We may obſerve in the fifth Verſe 4 our 14 


text, a happy Change in the State of Things, when 


religious, virtuous, public-ſpirited Men were in 


civil Rule—the vile Perſon ſha!l no more be called 


liberal, nor the Churl ſaid to be bountiful, i. e. ſhall 


not have the Style and Title of Prince beſtowed 

on them, for ſo the Words in the Original im- 
port—- © Under a Prince that loves and honors 
Virtue, unworthy Perſons ſhall not be advanced to 
Degrees of Honour & Dignity.” —There follows 
in 6, 7 & 8 Verſes, an excellent Illuſtration,“ Fot 


8 the vile Perſon will Pons Villany, & his Heart 
= 9 WHT 


+ Princeps exit imat, non Remipnbliram ſuam, ſed potius ſe 
fe Reipublice. Seneca de Clementia, Cap. 1. 


8, conſulis Populo, remove te a Suſpicione alicujus Commodi 
tui. Fac Fidem te nihil niſl . Utilitazem et Fructum 


quærere. Cickro. 5 
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« will work Ihiquity to make empty the Soul 
“ of the hungry, and he will make the Drink 
« of the thirſty to fail—the Inſtruments of the 
« Churl (that is, the ſelfiſh, ſordid, covetous Man) 


« are evil; he deviſeth wicked Devices to de- 5 
ſtroy the poor with lying Words, even when 


* the needy ſpeaketh right; but the liberal de- 


viſeth liberal Things, and by liberal Things 
* ſhall he ſtand,” _ 


„ Which Words ſhew the different: Femper 
and Method of the baſe O' narrow-ſoul's Man, and 


of him that is truly generous & public-ſpirited, The 
former hath no true Senſe either of Honour, or 
Conſcience, but makes it his Buſineſs, under ſpe- 


cious Pretences, to prevent Judgment & Jukice. 


Whereas the Deſigns of the latter, are truly great 
and worthy of his Character, and it is by theſe 


only, that he ſeeks to ſupport his Dignity.”F 


We believe, that under the Direction of ſuch | 
a noble Spirit, this People ſhall have Occaſion, by 
many Thankſgivings, to expreſs their grateſul 
Senſe of the divine Favour vouchſafed i in that 


Reg ard. 


Your Excellency wil (I hope) ever - have a 
wiſe and faithful Council, in all the public Affairs 
that you ſhall open before them; who will give 
their beſt Advice for the KiNG's Honour, & the 


People's Happineſs. 


And thoſe Gentlemen that Sow Year to Year 
ſhall be choſen to Repreſent the ſeveral Towns in 
the General Aſſembly, will be Men of Underſtand- 


ing and Integrity, and will e themſelves 
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Pillars of the State, and ever ſtudious of the pub. | 


lic Safety and Peace, 

The Miniſtry, who are (as well as the Magi- 
ſtracy) moſt loyal to King GEORME, & zealous 
for the proteſtant Succeſhon in his Family, and 
Friends to good Government, will be inceſſant 
in their Prayers to Almighty GOD, that your 


Adminiſtration may be attended with great Proſ- 
perity both to your Excellency & this People— _ 
Sir, we behold you as a true Proteſtant (a pro- 


feſſed Member of a moſt illuſtrious Branch of the 


Reformation, the Church of England) a true Bri- 
tain, and whoſe Heart is entirely Engliſh—and 
therefore we perſwade ourſelves, you will nouriſh 
and cheriſh true Proteſtants, and Britains in Ame 


rica—that you will naturally love & care for your 


own Country-men on this Side the Atlantick, & ever 


Our ſmall, but 


purſue their beſt Intereſts. - 


very flouriſhing Academy (at CimbWides) under the 
Direction and Government of the very learned, 
virtuous and worthy, the Preſident, Profeſſors and 
Tutors, will not be neglected by you, as your - 
Excellency has a ſpecial Relation thereto, being 


Head in the Viſitation. 


And after a long & happy FP APY hg a ſor 


the Intereſt of Religion and Learning, and the 
public Weal— when it ſhall pleaſe the KING to 


advance you to a Place of greater Honour, and 
more extenſive Uſefulneſs ——or when it ſhalt. 
pleaſe theGreat King to advance you to heayenly 


Honour and Glory, may the Name of Governor 
 PowNALL, be more fragrant, and his Memory 


be more precious than the Name and Memory 


_\ 


of DUDLEY and BELCHER, 
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As Mr. THOMAS HUTCninsoN * is by the 


Royal Commiſſion, adyanced to the ſecond Seat 
of Honour and Government in the Province, 1 


may with a Propriety addreſs him allo as a chief 
Prince among the Princes. 


I beg your Honour will allow me to join my 
hearty Congratulations, with the Rejoycings of 


all this People, for this great F. avour of our God | 


and our King. 


Your Honour has for many Years, even 1 from 
youthful Age, ſhined in important Stations, in the 


Houle, at the Board, and as a Judge ; and by 
your excelling and unexceptionable Conduct, 
have been univerſally approved and applauded, 
as a Gentleman of great Wiſdom, Integrity,Pub- 


lick- ſpiritedneſs & Virtue : You have purchaſed | 


a good Degree, and merited this further Ad- 


ancement; wherein you may by the Bleſſing 


of Heaven, ſtill ſerve God, your King and your 
Country. 


by, you will continue to make Uſe of your 
great Abilities, and larger Intereſt, and Oppor- 
tunity alſo, as God ſhall offer, to ſeek and pro- 


mote the Peace and Proſperity of the Province, : 


vil and SANE * that both Jour Honour 


and 
* This e tho (by Advice 0 paſyd o over in Public, is now 
'  offer'd to his Honour the Lieut. Governour from the Preſs, 


as if it had been ſpoken from the Deſt-— And *tis thought 
| there is no Impropriety therein, as the Royal n. wo. 


| Tim Was publiſhed the ** after the I 85 


The Voice of the King and the Voice 
of the People united, muſt undoubtedly be 
deemed the Voice of God ; and ſtimulated here- 
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and all this People, may hereafter have Reaſon 
to remember GOD and the KiNG with Thankſ- 


giving. : DIO 


| ans of our Liberties, and who from Year to Year 
tranſaF our publick Afuirs for the common Good. And 
that ſuch worthy Gentlemen are annually elected 
intoCouncil, as under God and our King and his 
Repreſentative, have been publick Bleſſings, and 
Benefactors.— And may the Divine Influence be 
vouchſafed to the Electors on this great Auni- 
verſary. 1 | 


Among the Favours of God vouchſafed to 


this People in their political State and by Char- 


ter, ſome of the Þreateſt are, the free Election of 


the Repreſentatives of the People in General 
Court ; the Freedom of the Houſe, even as the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, in all that comes or 

lies before them of a publick Nature, and re— 


ſpecting the Community they repreſent ; and 


the Election of his Majeſty's Council, the ſe- 
cond Branch of the L.egiſlature: Great and im- 


portant Truſts! And we muſt acknowlege the 


Divine Goodneſs, that this our political Conſtitu- 
tion is ſtill preſerved, and that the Province has 
for ſo many Years been bleſs'd with a Houſe of 


Repreſentatives, Fathers [Me their Country, Guardi- 


Honoured Fathers, the Council and In "ſe o 


Repreſentatives : on \ 
This whole Aſſembly rejoyces. to ſec this auſ- 
picious Day; and the Language of thoſe who 


love their Country i is, The Lord direct you ; Your 


God proſper you: And the Miniſters of Chriſt in 


| his Sanctuary, my be heard to ſay, We bleſs you 
bull. 
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but of the | Houſe of the Lond BT theTranfaQions 
of this Day, and in all Concerns of a publick 


Nature, may the higheſt Fudicatory of the Pro- 
vince, be adorned with the Wiſdom that is from 


above, pure and peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 


be intreated; full of Mercy and good Fruits, the 


Fruits of Righteouſneſs, without Partiality, and 


without Hypocriſy — And ſeeing and knowing 


what is their own and this People's beſt and 
higheſt Intereſt, may they ſteadily purſue it, to 
the general Approbation of the Province, and 


even to the Joy of future Generations. 


And now, to out up all, what Nation is there 
on Earth ſo great as the Britiſh. Nations, and Ameèes 
rican Prouinces i What other People is there, that 
hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as the 
Laws Divine and Human that are ſet before us? 
Only let us take heed to our ſelves, and keep our 
Souls diligently, leſt we forget the Lord our God, 
and his marvellous Loving-Kindneſs— And let us 
2 keep. and do. thoſe Statutes and Judgments, for 
this is ourWiſdom & Underſtanding inthe Sight 
0 the Nations and EW, that are round abour 
UA 005 
And Oh that there was f uch a Heart in us, that 
we might fear the Lord, and keep all his Com- 
_mandments always, that it Wet be well wh | 


us, and with our Children forever. 
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diſtinct, r. Giftant. p. 81. 1. 17. blot out, orʒ between Saxon 
and Ps a 60, J. 5. F. Frederick Vth. 


ote omitted in p. 51. after — in hin cocentrel ay 5 
Royal Saxon,--- to be read,--= © 


1 


* (Siſter to Prince Edgar (Edgar lune PN W - 
1 ey 28. to King Edmund Ironfide) the on va Survivor of the. | 
x - 


Saxon Houſe of Alfred, that hadChildren,was marri 
0 ewes III. King of Scotland, and There the Royal Seed 


5 KA preſerved. .' And King Henry J. of England, Son of Wil- 


' liam the Conqueror, * Maud or Matilda theDaughter 
of King Malcolm by this Margaret: And all the 1 5 Of 
te 


Hxngland ever ſince (excepting dean Ste hen Grandſon of 
lam the Conqueror by his Daughter) have derived from this 
Matilda, and ſo the anten Royal Gl of Alfred was reſtored 


to the Throne of England, and at this Day poſſeſſes it, by 
the Lines of 'York and Lene e, derived from King Edward 
III. and united in Margaret eldeſt Daughter of King Henry 
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N PAge 39. l. > from the bottom, read ee p. 41. 15 17: f. 
diſtinct, r. alſtaat. p- 51. 1. 17. blot out, or, between Saxon 
and Nrman. p. 60, I. 5. r. Frederick Vth. 


A Margin Note omitted in p. 51. after - — in bim concentred the 55 
Royal Saxon, --- to be read,--- 


Ae, (Siſter to Prince Edgar (Ede ar Atheling) and Grand- 
Daughter to King Edmund Ironſide) the only Survivor of the 
Royal Saxon Houſe of Alfred, that had Children, was married 
to Malcolm III. King of Scotland, and There the Royal Seed 
was preſerved. And King Henry 1. of England, Son of Vil- 
liam the Conqueror, married Maud or Matilda the Daughter 
of King Malcolm by this Margaret: And all the Kings of 
England ever ſince (excepting King Stephen Grandſon of Wil- 
iam the Conqueror by his Daughter) have derived from this 
 Matiida,and ſo the ancient Royal Houſe of Alfred was reſtored 
to the Throne of England, and at this Day poſſeſſes it, by 
the Lines of York and Lancaſter, derived from King Edward 
III. and united in Margaret eldeſt Daughter of King 5 
= VII. and Great Grand- Mother HIP James 11 England. 
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